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Tejuana’s mother, Darlene, has been a Habitat Homeowner for 20 years. 

“I grew up in a single-parent home with my mom, who made ends meet,” Tejuana says. “As an adult, I 
now know that the reason we lived comfortably was due to the affordable mortgage Milwaukee Habitat 
provides.”

Tejuana and her three children lived with her mother and stepfather for more than a year. She considered 
herself fortunate, but the space was cramped for the number of people living there. Her daughters, 
Brooklyn, age 11, and Jerzi, age 8, slept on mattresses on the floor of the small room they shared. Tejuana 
shared an even smaller room with her two-year-old son Bronx.
 
“I owe my children the same opportunity I had—a place to call their own. By partnering with Habitat, I 
can give my kids the home they deserve without struggling to decide if rent or the light bill will get paid 
in any given month. I believe Habitat provided us with the perfect space to grow and live comfortably.”

“I know that Habitat is striving to rebuild communities and I would love to be part of those growing 
communities,” she said. “I believe Habitat can provide us with the perfect space to grow and live 
comfortably.”
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FUTURE HOMEOWNER
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With two young children and a baby on the way, Greg needed a larger home for his growing 
family. Along with his girlfriend, their family has been living with Greg’s parents to save money. 
As they started to look for a home of their own, they struggled to find one that would be both 
safe for their family and affordable. 

“I was skeptical [of homeownership] initially,” says Greg. He went to apply for a traditional home 
loan from a bank, but was immediately met with high interest rates and lots of hidden fees.

With student loans, two kids, and a baby on the way, the cost of a decent home was out of 
reach for Greg and his girlfriend. Working as a Correctional Officer for the Milwaukee County 
Sheriff ’s Department, Greg has been saving to provide a home for his family. Not until he looked 
into Habitat’s affordable homeownership program did he realize that dream was possible. 

Greg learned about Habitat for Humanity through his church, Reformation Lutheran. The 
church has a long history of partnering with Habitat, volunteering on build sites. They even offer 
a summer work program for youth to get involved. 

For Greg, moving back to the Washington Park neighborhood will mean coming full circle. He 
grew up just blocks from where his new house is being built. Recalling what the neighborhood 
was like back then Greg says, “All of us in the neighborhood knew each other. I remember lots of 
kids in the neighborhood. We all went to the 37th Street School.”

Greg hopes that he can bring that same family-orientated atmosphere back to the neighborhood 
where he grew up. 
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Deeanna Brown was referred to Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity by her aunt and uncle, Katrina & 
Marro Ceasar.  She also has another relative, Darren Manns who is a Milwaukee Habitat homeowner.  
After speaking with her aunt about the amount of rent she pays and a mold issue in her apartment, she 
decided to apply to become a Habitat homeowner.

Deeanna has a 4 year old daughter, Milan, who has heart condition and physical limitations. She has 
been accepted to receive an ADA house which will be built in June. When asked what having her own 
home means for her and her family she stated, “Everything. To begin with, my 4-year-old has a heart 
condition, and a home without mold or other smokers in the building brings tears to my eyes.”

“Secondly, due to my daughter’s developmental delays, having an ADA home means a long term home 
for us. I no longer have to worry if she does not walk, and her limited access to the restroom. Also, our 
estimated mortgage including taxes and insurance is 2/3 of what I pay in rent for our current apartment.”

“This new construction home will change our lives physically, mentally, and financially.” 

When asked what she’s most excited about in joining the Homeownership program with MHFH, she 
stated “I am excited about the financial savings, working in our yard, and having a place to truly call our 
own.” 

Deeanna works full time for Milwaukee Center for Independence and is a full time nursing student at 
Bryant and Stratton College. 
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Rishonda has three daughteres, Raziah (11), Rishon (9) and Zhakhia (6). She was referred by 
friend and Habitat homeowner, Arilynn, who closed on her home in 2015.

She has been employed at the U.S. Postal Service for four and a half years. Rishonda grew up in a 
nice home in the Sherman Park area and has lived in Milwaukee her entire life. 

Rishonda decided to become a homeowner, when she realized she was giving away thousands of 
dollars in rent to help other people pay for their properties. Especially for a place she didn’t feel 
was safe for her and her family. With Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity’s affordable mortgage, her 
family could have a new house, and she would be making payments on a property that belongs 
to her.

Rishonda is really looking forward to having her own washer and dryer in her new home. 
Decorating their home will be exciting because shopping is one of the entire family’s favorite 
activities. 

RISHONDA
FUTURE HOMEOWNER
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Myanmar (also known as Burma) is home to a diverse population, reflective of its location on a strategic 
crossroads in Asia. Here it has acted as a historic buffer between the neighboring powers of China, India, and 
Thailand.

Under rule of military dictatorship since 1962, its fortunes have steadily declined, and today it is one of the 
world’s least developed and least free countries in the world. It is also the source of one of the world’s most 
prolonged refugee crises.

The conflict in Myanmar has been labeled as the world’s longest running civil war, pitting the Tatmadaw 
(Myanmar Military Government) against the country’s many ethnic minorities. The government of Myanmar has 
been accused of using “scorched earth” tactics against civilians in what some have labeled as ethnic cleansing. The 
atrocities include burning down entire villages, planting landmines, using civilians as slave labor, using civilians 
as minesweepers, and the rape and murder of women. 

The conflict has resulted in a large number of both civilian deaths and refugees, with many refugees fleeing 
to Thailand. The UN estimates that between 1996 and 2006, around 1 million people were displaced inside 
Myanmar, and that over 230,000 people remain displaced in Southeast Myanmar, and 128,000 refugees live in 
temporary shelters on the Thai-Myanmar border, some having lived in camps for more than two decades. 

Htway and Neh Lay fled the conflict, eventually finding refuge in Milwaukee. They’ve been living in a three 
bedroom apartment on Milwaukee’s near west side for the last three years. Since 2016, Htway Saw has been 
employed by the State of Wisconsin providing in-home health care, while Neh Lay has been working at Kleen 
Test Products Corporation since 2015. Neh Lay’s sister, Moo Day was also accepted into the program and will be 
building a home on the same block later this summer. 

Like so many other families who’ve been forced from their homes due to civil unrest, there have been many 
obstacles for Htway and Neh Lay: enduring unsafe living conditions, learning a new language, and integrating 
into an unfamiliar culture. Thanks to your help, their family will finally be able to establish roots in their new 
home in Midtown.

HTWAY & NEH LAY
FUTURE HOMEOWNERS
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Constance always wanted to own her own home, but says before Habitat she never knew how it’d be 
possible. Constance has been living in low-income housing, where rent is adjusted based on salary. 
When she had first moved in, rent was reasonable and the apartment seemed well managed. 

When she recently got a better paying job through the Milwaukee County Transit System, her rent 
skyrocketed to $965 per month. The drastic hike in living expenses was unsustainable, particularly while 
raising her two young children. She knew she wanted to take matters into her own hands and invest in a 
home of her own.

She initially looked into purchasing a foreclosed home, then rehabbing it herself. However, she was 
worried about the potential health and structural risks of an older home. It was then that she saw 
Habitat’s work in Midtown on the news.

“Habitat actually sits down and helps people understand if homeownership is possible,” says Constance.
 
When Constance realized she could own a brand new home for hundreds of dollars less per month than 
she was paying in rent, she knew she had found the right opportunity.

“I just want to make sure my kids are stable,” says Constance. “Investing in myself, instead of someone 
else’s debt, is going to allow us to do that.”

For the first time, Constance’s children will have a yard to play in. In addition, Habitat’s affordable 
mortgage will make it possible for Constance to save for the future. 

When asked what’s the first thing she’s going to do when she moves into her brand new home, Constance 
replied, “Just get on my knees and thank the Lord.”

CONSTANCE
FUTURE HOMEOWNER
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For DaVontae, homeownership is about building a foundation for the future. This is more than just four walls 
and roof. Homeownership means building equity. Homeownership means independence. And most importantly 
homeownership means building a safe, stable place for his toddler to grow up. 

Currently DaVontae and his son, Messiah, live in an apartment near Hampton and Mayfair Road. He likes the 
area, but says it almost reminds him of his college dorm at times. He says that the noise of his neighbors and 
safety of their building is something that’s become more concerning now that he’s got a son. 

With a home of their own, DaVontae envisions a space that will provide him and his son the kind of 
independence they’re looking for.

“I want {Messiah} to have his own yard where he can run and feel free,” he says. “He’ll have his own space, with 
room for all his toys.”

DaVontae sees homeownership as a way to build equity for the future. He says that Habitat offers him a path to 
learn how to become a successful homeowner, something he sees as an investment that will pay off in the future.

“Owning your own home gives you choices,” he says. “I’ll be able to add value to our home and in the end it’ll 
truly be ours.”

Before DaVontae got into his field as a computer analyst, he considered becoming an architect which made 
Habitat’s model really appealing. He’s looking forward to learning new skills on the build site in order to make 
improvements or repairs on his own in the future.

Homeownership will also free him from the restrictions he currently has at his rental, one of those being a no-pet 
policy.

“I want to get three dogs,” says DaVontae. “A Husky, a German Shepherd, and a Pug.”

With a little help, DaVontae is building a brighter future for his himself and his family...and a small pack of dogs. 

DAVONTAE
FUTURE HOMEOWNER
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 “My mom always rented when we were growing up,” says Jasmine. “We would jump from house to house.”

Homeownership is going to be an opportunity to stop what Jasmine describes as a generational barrier to stability and 
prosperity. As the oldest of four siblings, Jasmine recalls having to be the care-giver while her mom was at work a lot. At 
times, they had to stay with friends or family between rentals. Now, with a two-year-old daughter of her own, she’s on a path 
to ensuring her family has a stable home for years to come. 

Jasmine’s daughter, Aubrey, will soon know the walls of their 3-bedroom, new construction property as home. After Jasmine 
returned from Oshkosh where she was attending university, she had been searching for a place she could put down roots.

“I was looking at rentals and just wanted something affordable and nice,” says Jasmine.

That turned out to be much harder than Jasmine expected. It was then that she attended a Milwaukee Habitat homeowner 
orientation. She found out that for less than she was paying to rent an old apartment at college, she’d be able to build a brand 
new home for her family.

For families across the United States, rents and homeownership costs have skyrocketed, while wages haven’t kept pace. 
Far too often, families struggle to make ends meet. At Habitat for Humanity, we know that a family should never have to 
spend more than 30 percent of their income on a home. Yet, one in three Milwaukee renters are paying half or more of their 
income on housing.

For Jasmine, having a safe, affordable home is going to mean she’ll have the financial flexibility to complete her degree at 
UW-Milwaukee. It’s also going to mean she’ll be able to host holiday get-togethers.

“I have a big family, so being able to have Thanksgiving and Christmas at my house is going to mean a lot,” says Jasmine.

As memories are made over family meals, Jasmine is looking forward to a future where her daughter never has to worry 
about where she’ll rest her head at night. 

JASMINE
FUTURE HOMEOWNER

cost of
home

let’s make the 
#costofhome something 
we all can afford

FAMILY SPOTLIGHT 


	#512 - Tejuana - 2010 N 41st
	#557 - Greg - 2232 N 39th
	#560 - Deeanna - 2226 N 42nd
	#573 - Rishonda - 2133 N 36th
	#607 - Htway & Neh Lay - 2055 N 29th - Family Profile
	#612 -Constance - 2046 N 30th - Family Profile
	#638 - DaVontae - 2028 N 28th Street
	#647 - Jasmine - 2421 W Garfield

