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We are remaining
steadfast in our
plan and strategy
to improve and
compete hard
EVEry game.
You, our fans,
are the lifeblood
of our franchise
and | can't thank
you enough
far your support.

Dear Wizards Fans,

As we continue through the 2024-25 season, we're proud to present this year's
Wizards Magazine. Our goal is to give yvou a closer look at the playvers and staff
who make the Wizards whao they are, from on-court stats to their off-court lives.

Under President Michael Winger, General Manager Will Dawkins, and Head Coach
Brian Keefe, the team continues pursuing its goal of being a competitive

force inthe NBA's Eastern Conference. While the process will take time, we're
excited that we've added players, coaches and staff to help us achieve cngoing,
year-after-year success. We are not going to cut comers or skip steps inour
effort. Each game moves us closer to our objective, and we believe that the
foundation we have built is strong.

We're especially pleased with the camaraderie the team displays each day.
Our players and coaches see the big picture and are committed to improving
everything from on-court performance to off-court habits. Everyone is bought
in and is in it together.

In addition to the players we drafted the past two seasons—Bilal Coulibaly,
Alex Sarr, Bub Carrington, and Kyshawn George—we have excellent veterans
who joined us this past offseason: Malcolm Brogdon and Jonas Valangidnas.
Malcolm and Jonas have been wonderful mentors to their younger teammates,
always leading by example on and off the court.

From the early Fall, cur players attacked Jump Season, gathering in the D.C. a
rea for informal workouts, building chemistry and sharpening their skills. The
culture that Michael, Will and Brian are building is strong and steady. Our player
development efforts are already showing results with our players improving
each game across key statistical categories. With player growth comes team
growth, and with team growth comes sustainable success.

We are remaining steadfast in our plan and strategy to improve and compete
hard every game. You, our fans, are the lifeblood of our franchise and | can't
thank you enough for your support. Thank you for your commitment to the
Wizards and we are glad to continue building a team and culture that you can
be proud of.

Sincerely,
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They're in the paint. And
soulpture. And photographs
The Mational Gallery of Art is
the only place in OC where
you can find a painting by
Leonarco da vincl, & giant
blue rooster towering over
Pennsylvania Avenue, and a
6.1-acre garden in the heart
of the city. Like Jordan, Jonas,
Alex, Bilal, Corey, Malcalm,
and Jared, you can come to
the National Gallery to get

up close with art that moves
you or to connect with loved
anes. Each visit s unigue and

always unforgettable.

Whether you're here for our
world-renowned impressionist
collection or a scoop of gelato,
there's something for everyone,
and it's yours to discover.

National
Galleryof Art

PAINTINGS BY
MARK ROTHKD

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
EAST BUILDING, TOWER 1

@ 1958 KATE ROTHKO PRIZEL &
CHRISTOPHER ROTHKD / ARTISTS
RIGHTS SOCIETY (ARS), NEW YORK

Bilal Coulibaly
FPHOTOGRAPHED BY
KEENNY GIARLA



PREGAME

MARVIN
BAGLEY IlI
Jay-Z ar
J. Cole

JUSTIN
CHAMPAGHNIE
NBA
Youngboy

COREY
KISPERT
Anything by
Drake is good.
Our team's
really good on
the aux

PATRICK
BALDWIN JR.
Rap music

JOHNNY
DAVIS
Future

EILAL
COULIBALY
"Last Song”
by Hunxho

JORDAN
POOLE
BabyTron
or any
Detroit rap

MALCOLM
EROGDONM
Big
K.R.LT.

[

JARED

BUTLER

“I'm Me”
by Lil Wayne

BUB
CARRINGTON
Future

**1'.

‘b 5

KYSHAWN
GEORGE
MNBA
Youngboy

&

ALEX
SARR
BossMan
Dlow

RIGHAUN
HOLMES
“N95" by
Kendrick
Lamar

ANTHONY
GILL
| don't listen
to music
before a game

JONAS
VALANCIUNAS
| don't listen
to a ton
of music

TRISTAN
VUKCEVIC
Serbian
music
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At what age did you start
showing an interest in music?
Since | was five or six years old.
My dad used to play a lot of
different music in the car, and
over time | caught interest in
the songs, and how the songs
made me feel and what the
songs were about. | realized |
wanted to do the same thing,
so from then on, | just started
Writing my own songs, trying
to copy what | was hearing,
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and making it my cwn. As | got
clder, | got better, experienced
maore in life, so | had more
things to =ay and talk about.

| just kept working at it. From
age five or six till now, I'm still
learning and growing. It's defi-
nitely a passion.

In what ways has music
impacted your life? Music has
impacted my life in a lo

ways. As an athlete

It helps me
go out there
g. Even when I'm
different thi

m what's

pusly, and that's

and recording music
Writing music at age




MARVIN BAGLEY Il

How did you choose your
stage name? My stage name is
MB35. ME are my initialz, and
35 is my number. | combined
the two, but it has a lot of
meanings. My mom has five
boys, so | have two older broth-
ers and two younger brothers,
I'm the middle one. S0, I'm the

@ Marning East Coast
Evening @ 'West Coast
8 Summer O Text
Winter Phone Ca
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third child, so three-five. It con-
nects a lot of things in my life,
and | just roll with it. | like the
way it sounded and whenever |
see people, they started calling
me three-five, not MB, but just
three-five, and it was some-
thing that stuck so | stayed
with it.

@ 'Window Seat

Aisle Seat

You released your latest EP
Until Naxt Time in July 2024,
tell me a little bit about it.
Until Next Time is an EP that |
released during the summaer.
I'm working on my album now,
and it's a preview of what's to
come. There are a lot of dif-
ferent stories on the EP. just a

Cats
@ Dogs Extrovert
& City @ FPancakes
Suburbs Waffles

lot of different emotions that
connect to the next project. So,
it was just an “until next time,"
until you get to hear the rest. A
lot of people loved it, and I'm
happy with the responses. [t's
just a preview for the next one.

You've released a lot of music
over the last few years, do you
have a favorite song? Favorite
song...let me think real quick.

| have a song called Patience.
Both of them - Patience 1 and
Patience 2, which is on the EP.
Those are my favorite songs
because | go really in-depth
into my personal life, stuff that
many pecple don't get to see. |
was vulnerable on those songs
and opened up in ways that |
hadn't before. A way that only
pecple that are around me get
to see. So, to put that out in
the world, | would say that both
Patiences are my favorite.

Whao are some of your musical
influences? My favorite rapper
iz J. Cole. | listen to him a lot,
especially these days. | like

his message and what he raps
about. He's had a big impact on
me and is inspirational. So, guys
like J. Cole, Tupac, and Nas. |
can go on, but just to name a



MARVIN BAGLEY Il WAS
PHOTOGRAPHED AT HR (HOME

RULE} RECORDS IN WASHINGTON,

D.C. HR RECORDS SUPPODRTS THE
HOME RULE MUSIC AND FILM
PRESERVATION FOUMNDATION.
VISIT WWW.HRMFDC.ORD FOR
MORE INFORMATION.

few. Those are guys that | listen
to and draw inspiration from.

Who is your dream producer

or artist to work with? | would
lowve to work with Pharrell. | like
Metro Boomin too. 5o, probably

those two. They're opposite

ends, but | would say those two.

How often do you listen to
music? What genres of music
do you like, and do you have
any genres you dislike? | listen

to music every day - whenever
I'm not playing. | listen to soul,
R&B, and rap. | try to explore

a lot of different genres that

| wouldn't normally gravitate
towards. I'm exploring pop,
I'm getting into that a little

bit. | just love music; | love the
creativity that goes into it.

Iz there a song that always
makes you happy when you
hearit?hunger.on.hil
lsidebydJ Cole. |l listen to
that song when | need some
encouragement or just want to
feel good. | like that song a lot.

What's the most memorable
concert you've been to?

J. Cole. | got a chance to see his
show when | was in Sacramen-
to. | had known him before, but
after the concert, | got a chance
to sit down and talk with him
after. It was a great experience,
and | took a lot from that.

If you could only listen to one
album on repeat for the rest of
your life, what would it be? One
album...Honestly, Nevermind
by Drake. That's probably the
one | would listen to.

MUSIC RAPID FIRE
Wha is your favorite all-time
artist? Tupac.

Your favorite current artist?
J. Cole.

Your favorite all-time song?
“Thriller" by Michael Jackson.

Favorite current song or song
you have on repeat? Song

| have on repeat right now is
“Part Antonio” by J. Cole.

One album you could list to

from start to finish. The album
| listen to from start to finish is
Summer Walker's album Over IL.



photographed by
ROB BANEZ

What activities do you enjoy
doing during your free time?
| love playing video games,
going on hikes with my

dog, and trying out new
restaurants in the city.

What are a few of your
favorite video games? | like
Madden, Call of Duty, and

| play Minecraft a bit.
Those are kind of my three.

What are some essentials
you bring on the road with
you and why? | love being on
my computer and watching
movies, so | need my
headphones. | try to make

a playlist of artists from the
various cities we go to. | can't
forget the phone - | have to
stay locked in with family and
friends.

Do you have any game day
rituals? A game day nap,
that's about it. | take about a
one-to-two-hour nap before
the game.

How would you describe your
ideal day off? In the morning,
| get a workout in. If I'm at
home, | knock out some
chores around the house. Il
alzo go shopping for some
groceries and then watch a
movie. I'll then get another
workout in.
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PATRICK BALDWIN JR.

would use to describe
yourself? Calm, funny, and
kind of stoic.

Why did you choose those
words? | think people that have
known me long enough know
that | like to stay out of the way.

@ Maorning @ East Coast Window Seat
Evening ‘Wiest Coast @ Aisle Seat
Summer Text FPassenger

@ 'Winter @ Fhone Call @ Criver
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*1do have a funny side to me,
but on the court, | don't like to
show emaotion.

You have an English bulldog.
What is your bulldog's name
and how old is he? His name
is Zeus and he's almost two
years old.

Cats @ Introvert
@ Dogs Extrovert
|
@ City Fancakes
Suburbs @ 'Watfles

Why did you choose a & 'iil_ i "F_-
| think they're cute but sort

of ugly at the same time and
really funny. Thera's just
somathing about his presence
that makes everyone smile.

He doesn't care that I'm a
basketball player, he doesn't
know if | made or missed shots,
and he's just a great best

friend to always have.

What is the last TV show you've
binged? This was a long time
ago, but | think it's called

The Night Agent. | think they're
making a second season,

=0 | might have to watch.

Did you do anything exciting
this past summer? Any
vacations you took that were
memaorable? | went to Europe
and visited four different places
- Milan, Barcelona, Lake Como,
and Paris.

You wear the number seven, is
there any meaning behind your
jersey number? | was drafted
by Golden State, and at the
time, it was the only cool
number available. The meaning
that |'ve created to itis that it's
one under my mom’s number.
She had breast cancer during
my senior year of high school
and my freshman year of
college, and her number was
eight. So, | think if | can stay
under her number for the rest
of my career that'd be great.

Which three people you would
invite to your dream dinner
party? | would invite LeBran
James, my father, and Zeus.

Orange Juice
& Apple Juice

Still Water
@ Sparkling Water



PREGAME

MARVIN
BAGLEY Il
Salman,
mashed
potatoes, and
broceoli

JUSTIN
CHAMPAGNIE
Chicken
and rice

PATRICK
BALDWIN JR.
Fish and rice

BILAL
COULIBALY
Alfredo
pasta with
salmon

e—

—

KYLE
KUZMA
Omelet
with ham,
peppers,
and onions

SADDIG
BEY
Salmon

JOHNNY
DAVIS

A sandwich

JORDAM
POOLE
Pasta with
chicken

MALCOLM
BEROGDON
Rice
with chicken

KYSHAWN
GEORGE
Alfredo
pasta

ALEX
SARR
Chicken
and rice

JARED
BEUTLER
French toast and
scrambled eggs
with peppers
and onions

ANTHONY
GILL
| have the same
asmoathie before
BVEry game

JONAS
VALANCIUNAS
Seabass

1]
CARRINGTON
Rice with
steak

RICHAUN
HOLMES
Pasta with
red sauce

TRISTAN
VUKCEVIC
Pasta with
red sauce
and chicken




You've created a guide to some
of your favorite places in D.C.
Tell us why you chose each
place. | chose the Washing-

MNYWOAKPOISSSoSZA

ton Monument because it
was something that | a
remember driving past
time | came into the city as a
kid. It always caught my eye,
caught my attention. As | got
older, | learned more about its
significa and how much of
a landmark it is, helping define
the city.
| chose the Museum D(
ing store because it's r
dear to my heart. The pe
wh it and run it, LeGreg
and Muhammed Hill,
& to since | was in
y have helped
as a player and navi-
life around the city. | have
rent things
ave helped
pand my style. They [Har-
rison and Hill] mean a lot
to me. | alw nt to show

ey

brunch, dinner,
need. It's kind of

bably my te spot

Are there any other spots that
you think people visiting D.C.
shouldn't miss? | would r {

mend the African American
MMu m of History. It provides
a ton of information and th
50 much to see. It's somet
impactful and it can
onal for people. It's re- phetographed by

ally eve-opening, and they have KENNY GIARLA



done a great job with it. | be-
ligve it°s going to end up being
a pillar for the city, =o | would
definitely recommend that.

Other than Highlands Café,
what are a few of your favorite
reéstaurants in D.C.? | think The
Park at 14th is great and has
avibe. Ben's Chili Bowl is also
underrated.

When people talk about the

DMY, what typically is the first
thing that comes to your mind?

26

And what's one misconcep-
tion most people have about
the area? When | think of the
DMV, the first thing that comes
to my mind is definitely hoops
[basketball]. | grew up in Prince
George's County [PE]. it's such
a small area but a lot of great
hoopers came out of there

[from PG] that are in the league,

in college, and overseas. | per-
sonally think we have the best
area for hoops in the world.
One misconception | would say
is that people think the DMY is

bigger than what it really is.
We have had so much basket-
ball success in this area, and
we are compared to other big
states like Texas and California.
They are bigger than us, butl
believe we have an edge when
it comes to basketball because
wie are a smaller pool of play-
ers, but we have had great
SLCCEesS.

The DMV area has produced
many NBA players. What was it
like growing up in this area and

playing high school basketball
here? It was highly competitive.
When | was five, all the games
ware crazy. Parents and the
crowd were going crazy. |t felt
like you were in an NBA game
by age eight. Once | got to high
school, | would have played in
=0 many “big games” that | just
wanted to perform well. There's
=0 many different hoopers and
many different opportunities to
play against some of the best
players in the area and in the
country. Every day was a battle.

Morning @ East Coast
& Evening Wast Coast

Summer @ Text
@Winter Phone Ca

You were playing against some-
one great on the cther team.
So, it really helped prepare you
for the next lavel.

At what age did you start play-
ing basketball and who got you
interested in the sport?

| started hooping at age four.
My mom and my uncle were
the two pecple who put the ball
in my hands. | always give them
a lot of credit. | didn't really
have an option, everyone in my
family played, but | loved it at
such a young age. | fell in love
with the game, and | always
wanted to play it. | would tell
them, let's go to the court.

@ 'Window Seat

A S ot
AlISIE oEal

'aSSENgEr
@ Driver

You wear the number 41.
What's the meaning behind
the number? 41, comes from
miy mom. She wore it in col-
lege and she's my biggest role
model. She's sacrificed and
done g0 much for me. | want to
make sure | honor her and rep-
resent her when I'm out there,
50 that's why | chose 41.

Wizards General Manager Will
Dawkins has talked about
how you've attacked your
rehab gince you tore your ACL
in March 2024. What have
you learned about yourself
through your rehab journey?
I've always been a big believer

Cats @ Introvert
@ Dogs Extrovert
@ City Pancakes

Suburbs @ Wattles

in God. I've had strong and
unwavering faith, but it tested
mie for sure. Thiz journey has
made me put my money where
my mouth ig, being able to dive
into that, and make sure that

| continue to be locked in on
my faith. It has really taught
me how much my spirituality
and relationship with God is
important.

| am also learning more about
my body. It has made me think
about things | haven't thought
of before. Every day it's been a
great challenge to get bet-

ter, not only as a player but
also physically, mentally, and
gpiritually. | think it's been a

@ Orange Juice

A ey .
Apple Juice

& Still Water

Sparkling Water

great test for me, and it has
continued to increase my love
and hunger for the game. It's
hard to watch without want-
ing to get in there and help the
team. My team's doing a great
job and everyone around me is
keeping me sanea.

You talked about how your
mom was a big mentor and
role model for you growing up.
Was there anyone else that you
admired or looked up to?

| would say my favorite hooper
was Kobe. He was one of the
first players | really watched. It
cruzhed me when he passed
away. He was someone who
studied the game -how he ap-
proached it, how he attacked
it. | know a lot of people say
they're Kobe fans, but | genu-
inely was. Even though | didn't
know him, he meant a lot to
me as a hooper. Being able to
watch him from afar and learn
fram him. So, basketball-wise,
Kobe's my favorite player ever.

What are some interests you
have outside of basketball?
The Joker is my favorite
character; | have all the mov-
ies and have a lot of Joker
memaerabilia. | also like lifting
and bodybuilding. I'm not a
bodybuilder, but | like lifting
and working out. | just started
getting into poaol, 8o I've been
playing a lot of pool recently. I'd
like to say I'm good at it or I'm
getting good at it.

a7



MARVIN
BAGLEY 11l -
Kobes

PATRICK
BALDWIN JR.
Kobe 8

SADDIG
BEY
Kobe 6

MALCOLM
BROGDON
KD 9

JARED
BUTLER
Kobe 6

BEUB
CARRINGTON
Kobe 6

JUSTIN
CHAMPAGNIE
Kobe 4

BILAL
COULIBALY
The shoe
| wear right
now is the
Tatum 3

JOHNNY
DAVIS
Anything
Adidas

BASKETBALL SHOE

KYSHAWN
GEORGE
I'm currently
wearing the
Sabrina 2

- ANTHONY
GILL
Paul Georges

RICHAUN
HOLMES
Jordan 4

COREY
KISPERT
| wear the
Sabrina 2

KYLE
KUZMA
Kobes

JORDAN
POOLE
Mike
GT.Cut3

ALEX
SARR
Any low-top
shoe

JONAS
VALANCIUNAS

Any Nike shoe

TRISTAN
VUKCEVIC
Kobes
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RICH KESSLER

THE WIZARDS
GIVE BACK

TO D.C.’S YOUTH
COMMUNITY

Sports have the ability to change lives,
especially at a young age.
Pal

BY KELYN SOONG

PHOTOGRAPHY BY WASHINGTON WIZARDS
AT THE WIZARDS' PLAYERS AT THE TEAM'S
ANNUAL OPEN PRACTICE IN OCT. 2024

RICH KESSLER
.




Jr. Wizards Youth
Baskathall Skills Clinic for
kids affillated with Joint
Baze Anacostia-Bolling

Ehanncon Clancy, Director of Youth Basketball for Monumental.
The arganization plans to identify and select multiple bas-
ketball courts in the city — at least ane indoor court at a local

school or community center, and two outdoor courts — to
refurbigh every yvear. That means patching cracks, replacing
backboards, fixing broken lights or fences, and addressing
any other necessary repairs the facility needs. “We'll tailor the
plan for each individual court,” Clancy says. "Each one is kind
of its own separate project.”

Monumental will alsc donate a regulation-sized basketbal
to every elementary school student in DCPS, totaling nearly
30,000 basketballz. Additionally, District of Play will provide
free community basketball clinics in Wards 7 and 8 featuring
Washington Wizards, Washington Mystics, and Capital City
Go-Go players, scholarships for bagketball camps, and annual
coaching clinics.

This September, Wizards head coach Brian Keefe led the
first annual coaches” warkshop for other basketball coaches
of all levels in the area. He was joined by head coaches Kenny
Blakeney from Howard University, Ed Cooley from Georgetown
University, and Duane Simpkins from American University.
More than 150 coaches attended the free event.

“We're here to serve the youth," Thompson says. "We're
here to create oppartunities for young boys and girls to hoop."

Wizards' players at the
team’s annual Open
Practice in Oct. 2024,

34
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You contributed to the National
Basketball Social Justice
Coalition, The Power of Basket-

ball: NBA players, coaches, and
team governors on the fight to
make a batter America. Talk
about what advocacy means to

you? It mes:
the things

= advocating for

u care about and
highlightin &s that are im-
portant t u, either through
YOUr ex &5 or your loved

rences.

photographed by KENNY GIARLA

Making an impact in the
communities you live and work
in is of importance to you.
What subjects or causes do
you feel strongly about? One
of them is the criminal justice
correcting the
Ily for Brown

about and chosen to work on

PIERRE LEGROS |
CHERUEBS PLAYING
WITH A LYRE, 16T2-16T3

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
WEST BUILDING
- EAST GARDEN COURT

abroad. And then, sccial justice
al - how people of
xd in this country

Wheo's been the most
influential person in your life
and why? | would =ay my mom.
She helped me find n

ide

Blac

Atlanta. She's gave me a




MALCOLM BROGDON

& Maorning Window Seat Cats @ Introvert @ Crang u
Evening @ Aisle Seat @ Dogs Extrovert Apple Juice

@ Summer & Text Passenger & City @ Fancakes & Still Water
Winter Phone Ca & Criver Suburbs Waftles Sparkling Water

senze of identity and purpose.

My morals and how | view
the world have been shaped
through the things she
taught me.

If you weren't in your current
profession, what would you
be doing? Hopefully, I'd be
playing in the English Premier
League [soccer), but if | was
not a professional athlete, |
think I'd be living somewhere
in Africa, really focusing on
the clean water issue.

Wheo is your favorite Premier
League team? Arsenal

as

You and current teammate
Anthony Gill were former
teammates at UVA. Did you
ever envision that you'd be

on the same team again? Mo,
no, it was a total surprise, and
it's been a lot of fun to be his
teammate and to be back re-
united with him and his family.

As a vet in this league, what's
the best piece of advice you'd
give your rookie teammates?
What is the bast advice you
received as a rookie? The ad-
vice I'd give the rookies is to en-
joy the process. Don't look too
much on the results; instead,

focus on the process. Enjoy the
grind every day. And the best
piece of advice | was given
was to “keep the main thing
the main thing,” which means
basketball is what's probably
allowed you to live your lifestyle,
allowed you to travel, and

do all the amazing things you
get to do, so make sure you
pricritize that over everything.

What are a few items you
always bring on the road
with you and why? | bring
my headphones everywhere
because | love music, 5o I'm
always listening to music.

THOMAS COLE
THE VOYAGE OF LIFE: YOUTH; 1842

MATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
WEST BUILDING - MAIN FLOOR -
GALLERY 60

| alzo bring a white noise
machine for when | sleep.

What's on the top of your
bucket list? On the top of my
bucket list is to climb Mount
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania.

What is the most recent

thing (skill, technique, theory,
subject, etc.) you taught
yourself? The most recent?

I've been reading a lot of
articles in The Economist on
foreign affairs and what's
going on in our country and
abroad. So that's what I've been
educating myself on lately.



CELEBRATE

THE DMV AND

ITS HISTORY @
WITH TWO

NEW WIZARDS
JERSEYS

The City Edition uniform honors

the connectivity of the DMV, and

the Statement Edition jersey pays

homage to D.C.'s distinctive flag.

BY KELYN SOONG
photographed by STEPHEN GOSLING/NBAE
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Not every NBA jersey
references the history
of the United States
or honors the host

city’s distinctive flag.

The Washington Wizards'
two new jerseys this season
do both. The City Edition jersey
continues the theme of last
s@ason's boundary stong-
inspired uniform, completing a
two-year story arc spotlighting
the boundary stone markers
that designate the ariginal
outling of the new federal
capital of the United States. It
alzo pays tribute to Benjamin
Barneker, an African American
mathematician and astranomer
who helped establish the posi-
tion of the first stone in 1731,
The uniform also features a
new color that represents
the connectivity of the DMV,
The Statermnent Edition is an
extension of the team's "For
the District™ campaign, paying
hormage to D.C.'s flag and its
characteristic design.

“We're always trying to come
up with =omething unigue
and different,” says Hunter
Lechmann, Chief Marketing
Officer at Monumental Sports &
Entertainment.

42

CITY EDITION: BEYOND BOUNDARIES
The City Edition Beyond Bound-
aries uniform certainly stands
out for its color - hydrogen
blue, which had never been
used on an MNBA jersey bafore.
The subtle, light blue calor,
along with the speckied blue
ripple effect pattern trim, sym-
bolize the waterways surround-
ing D.C. "We like the idea that
the water is kind of the connec-
tivity with D.C., Maryland, and
Virginia, and bringing every-
thing together," says Rebecca
Winn, the Wizards Senior Vice
President of Marketing.

Printed across the jersay's
chest are the words "The
District of Columbia,” in black-
letter, or Gothic script, a font
reminiscent of these used an
18th-century maps. “DMY" is
highlighted in the same font
style on the buckle of the
shorts. The team's classic ball
logo appears on the right side
of the sharts, with a boundary
stone reglacing the Washington
Monument in the design. Six
white stars surround the logo,
with three framing each side to
represent the three-star design
on the D.C. flag.

A City Edition thematic court
will be used concurrently when
the players wear the City Edi-
tion jerseys.

"The boundary stonas are

“the origins of Washington,
b.C." says Stephen Powers, a
Wizards seasan ticket holder
and amataur historian. "They
really are what has created the
landscape of how we devel-
oped this whole region.”

STATEMENT EDITION

The Staternent Edition uniform
debuted in November, and
this marks the first time since
the 2019-20 season that the
Wizards are wearing a new
Statement jersey. The uniform
features the classic Wizards
colorway with a navy base and
red accents, and white writing
and numbering. Like the D.C.
flag, the uniform includes three
red stars and two horizontal
red bars. The word, “district”
in “The District of Columbia,”
includes an outline of the
Washington Monument within
the "d" and a basketball above
the second "i"

“You can't change a State-
ment Edition very often,” Loch-
mann says. “But when we got
the opportunity to change it, we
wera ready for a refresh.”

Fanz will be able to purchase
the Beyond Boundaries jersey
at shopwashwizards.com and
at the Capital One Arena Team
Store; the Statement Edition
jersey is currently available both
cnline and at the Team Store.
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BAGLEY Ill
Confident.
Whatever I'm
wearing, | just
wear it with
confidence

JUSTIN
CHAMPAGNIE
Comfy

COREY
KISPERT
Understated,
clean,
and classic

PATRICK

BALDWIN JR.

Very basic

BILAL
COULIBALY
Chill,
comfortable,
and classy

SADDIG
BEY
Low-key. It's
calm but loud at
the same time—
some of the
accessories pop
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Very casual

o o
-

F‘."{
= [

JORDAN
POOLE
Effartless

MALCOLM
EROGDON
Simple,
chie, and
classy

KYSHAWN
GEORGE
Casual
and calm.
MNothing crazy
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JARED
BUTLER
Simplistically
fashionable

ANTHONY
GILL
| look like
a dad

<

JONAS

VALANCIONAS

Simple

BUB
CARRINGTON
Relaxed

RICHAUN
HOLMES
Laid-back. 90s
baggy clothes,
almost like a
krump dancer
from back
in the day

TRISTAN
VUKCEVIC
Simple
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What are three words you
would use to describe your-
self? Genuine, sarcastic, and
introspective.

This past summer, did you

do anything exciting? Any
vacations you took that were
memaorable? | did a lot of
hiking, explored the cultural
sceng, and went horseback rid-
ing. ltwas a lot of fun.

Since living in Washington D.C.,
what have been some of your
favorite things to do? | love

to take walks in the different
neighborhoods. | feel like each
neighborhood has its own
identity. So, experiencing all of
thoze has been amazing.

You've been very outspoken
about causes that have
impacted your life, even

ABOVE:

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
EAST BUILDING - ATRIUM

RIGHT:
HELEN FRAMKENTHALER
MOUNTAINS AND SEA; 1852

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART

& 2024 HELEN
FRANKENTHALER
FOUNDATION, INC. /
ARTISTS RIGHTS SOCIETY
[ARS), NEW YORK.




JARED BUTLER

@ Marning @ East Coast Window Seat Introwert @ Crange Juice
Evening ‘West Coast @ Aisle Seat & Extrovert Apple Juice

@ Summer @ Text Passenger City Fancakes Still Water
Winter Phone Ca @ Criver & Suburbs & 'Waffles @ Sparkling Water

about? Mothing too special.
| like to read books.

What's the last book you read?
| read a book called Delighting
= in the Trinity by Michael Reeves.

Last TV show you binged?
Curb Your Enthusiasm. I'm
kind of a sarcastic guy and |
love how Larry David can take
normal everyday situations and
find the humer in all of them.

Do you have any pets? If not,
what would be your dream pet?
| don't have pets, but my dream
pet is either a Doberman or a
Bernese Mountain Dog. Those
are my two dream pets once |
have a family.

&

Do you have any game day ritu-
als? No rituals, just a solid nap.
speaking on Capitol Hill last

year about Hypertrophic What's your favorite genre of
Cardiomyopathy. Have you music and the best concert
always felt the importance you've been to? My favorite

to educate and be an advocate genre of music is country. Over
for others? Mo, | didn't always the past few years, I've been

feel the need until maybe my avidly listening to country. The
college years — my younger best concert I've ever been
years in college. | saw the to was a Luke Combs concert.
impact of other individual's He is a great performer.

voices, and their ability to share
how they felt about certain top-  You wear the number four,

icz, and it really impacted me. does the number hold any
— — . That's when | became super significance to you?
Butler spoke at the Hypertrophic Cardiemyopathy Assoclation’s passionate about it. Mo meaning to the number
(HCMA) congressional briefing on Capitol Hill in February 2024 four, it was just the only single
What's an interest or hobby digit number the Wizards had
that fans might not know available.
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Carrington and his family
at the 2024 MBA Draft

What was it like hearing your
name being called on draft
night and what was the feeling
knowing that you had gotten
selected by the Wizards?

| was anxious. There was a lot
of standing around, a lot of
waiting. It was a mix of being
super excited and anxious at
the same time. Being drafted
by the Wizards was an unreal
feeling; it didn't feel real.

JENNIFER FOTTHEI

How nice is it to have the sup-
port of your family close by?
It's super, super nice. It just
makes life a lot easier. I'm so
used to them being at every
game, and now it's easier for
that to happen.

Since moving to D.C., what are
a few things you've enjoyed
doing? | like going to the
‘Washington Monument; it's

really nice. | also enjoy going to
Insomnia Cockies. I'm excited
to explore more.

You were a multi-sport athlete
in high school. Did you always
know basketball would be the
sport you committed to long
term? At a young age, no. But
once | got to high school, | grew,
=0 basketball became a little
easier. So, | stuck with that.

What number did you wear dur-
ing high school? In high schoal,
| wore seven, which | wore in
college as well. | also wore 11
in high schoaol.

Who were your sports idols
growing up? Did any have an
influence on you? | really liked
Kewin Durant [KD] growing
up. | alzo really liked Mookie
Betts and Ed Reed. Yeah, KD
definitely had an influence on
my game. He likes mid-range
shiots, and that is something

| really wanted to add to my
game as well.



You attended the Ravens game
on Sept. 29, where you were
also recognized on the field
prior to the game. What was
that experience like? Have you
always been a Ravens fan?
I've always been a Ravens fan,
50 it was definitely a special
feeling. | dont go to NFL
games often, and then the one
| do go to, | got to go on the
field. So, it was really special.

You've baen very active in the
Baltimore and D.C. communi-
ties over the last few months
- hosting back-to-school
giveaways, visiting a MedStar
Health hospital in Baltimore,
and hosting a pregame meet-
and-greet before the Wizards
game on Oct.30. Why is it im-

portant for you to be an active
participant in the community?
That's how | was raised. My
parents really, really like help-
ing others as well. | like helping
pecple and giving back to the
community too, and now I'm in
a position where | can do it at
an effective and efficient level.

What's your game day routine?
Have any teammates passed
down advica? Yes, they have
told me to try to get a nap in be-
fore games. They also told me to
try to meditate or find any type
of solitary, quiet, alone time be-
fore the game. Other than that, |
just pray before the game.

Do you have any hobbies or
interests outside of sports?

@ Maorning @'Window Sea
Evening ‘Wiest Coast Aisle Seat

@ Summer O Text FPassenger
Winter Phone Ca @ Criver
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| like Legos. I'm currently build-
ing a Millennium Falcon; it's a
Star Wars thing.

You have a unigue collection

of pajama pants. How long
have they been a staple in your
wardrobe? Do you have a favor-
ite pair? | do have a very unigue
collection. | weould say they
have been a staple in my ward-
robe since high school, around
miy sophomore oF jJunior year.

| think I'm now at 43 pairs. My
Rick and Morty pajamas are
probably my favorite pair.

& Introver

City @ Fancakes

@ Suburbs

Waffles

@ Extrover

@ COrange Juice

Apple Juice
Still Water
@ Sparkling Wate

F
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MARVIN

BAGLEY Il -
Philippe Chow

M
BALDWIN JR.
Filomena

SADDIQ
BEY

Highlands

Caf & Grill

MALCOLM
BROGDON
lil

JARED
BUTLER
Del Mar

BUB
CARRINGTON
Surfside

JUSTIN
CHAMPAGNIE
The Park
on 14th

BILAL
COULIBALY
LArdente

RESTAURANT

JOHNNY
DAVIS
Rosa Mexicano
in National Harbor

KYSHAWN
GEORGE
Hell's Kitchen or
Le Diplomate

- ANTHONY
GILL
ilili in the Wharf

COREY
KISPERT
Limani in the
Wharf. My favorite
non-sit-down
restaurant is
the Italian Store
in Arlington

KYLE
KUZMA
Filomena

ALEX
SARR

Philippe Chow

TRISTAN
VUKCEVIC
Balos
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CHEF
RUDY

As a former athlete, Wizards Chef Rudy Moures
knows what is needed for professional athletes to
reach their athletic goals. Feeding the team at home,
and on the road, Moures shares his culinary journey
and the importance of food and nutrition.

BY LUKE ASKEW
photographed by KENNY GIARLA AT THE SALAMANDER DC HOTEL
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CHEF RUDY

The Washington Wizards have
d

=
onumental B
Medina, “In the ar around
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have a full-time private chef who tra

The added consistency
and importance put
on nutrition is another
example of our
intentionality behind
increasing player care
and wellness.

=— WILL DAWKINS




CHEF RUDY

was eating and how | was eating. That kind of lad me
into this realm. It helps me understand the mental
approach needed to be an athlete, and | think food
plays an important role. It's part of the puzzle, and

| think having done it myself lets me approach the
athletes in a maore comparable way.”

Growing up with a family that focused on mealiime
made it easy for Moures to appreciate the importance
of food. Combine that with his athletic experience and
it's easy to see why Moures chose the direction of be-
ing a private chef for professional athletes.

“It's always been about athletes," Moures said
confidently. I didn't come from the background of
the restaurants, fine dining establishments. It was
always about the athleta first. What can you put
into an athlete's body to help them perform at their
bast. it's always been about athletic performance
and getting an edge.”

Chef Maoures has a loaded resume when it comes
to cooking for professional athletes. While this is his
second season traveling full-time with the Wizards,
he had previous experience cooking post-game
meals for the Wizards and Washington Capitals after
horme games. Before that, he spent roughly 10 vears
with the Washington Nationals.

The organization adding Moures has been a signifi-
cant addition to the Wizards franchise and its goal of
providing a first-class experience to the players.

“What we are trying to build is a high-performing
enviranment that is repeatable day in and day out,”
said Dawking, “The addition of Rudy and his crew
traveling allows our athletes and staff just that. The
added ceonsistency and importance put on nutri-
tion is anaother example of cur intentionality behind
increasing player care and wellness.”

The impact which the frant office was hoping to
create has been felt by players.

“The consistency is huge,” said Wizards forward
Anthony Gill. “For MBA players, you're trying to find
different rhythms throughout the season, and that's
one rhythm that you don't have to change. You know
it's going to be consistent every time. You can go 1o
different hotels and have different food all the time
throughout each postgame, and that's not scmething
you usually look forward to. But now we know we
have consistent foed moving forward at every game
and every trip that we go on, so it's been amazing.”

For Wizards 20-yvear-old Frenchman Bilal Coulibaly,
Chef Moures has been crucial to his tranzition into the
NEBA over the last season and a half, but into adult life
in a new country. “The relationship grew faster than
usual because he speaks French,” said Coulibaly.

With the additions of 2024 second overall pick,
Alex Sarr and rookie Kyshawn George, Moures is just

B0

| think

quality over
everything is
a big mantra
for me, down

to the oils,
the spices,the
seasonings.

one of the many new faces around the organization
that speaks French and has international roots, con-

necting him with the team's diverze group of players.

Coulibaly also mentioned how helpful it is to have
boures haelping him with his food planning. “That's
one of the main things. Whenever | get home, | don't
have to waorry about making feod or ardering food.”

In regard to traveling with the team, Moures says
the total buy-in from the franchise has been helpful.
“The organization has given the culinary tearn the ut-
most suppaort,”" Moures said. "l think the players are
fantastic. They appreciate and buy into what we're
trying to accomplish.”

Being a private chef for an NBA team is a strenu-
oug and time-consuming job. Behind every piece
of food eaten, there's a great deal of preparation
and cocrdination. How are the ingredients sourced?
How do we keep the food fresh? Where does the
cooking actually take place? These are only a few
of the countless questicns Chef Maures must have

RUDY'’'S
RECIPES

FPERFORMANCE BITES
1 cup cashew butter or preferred nut butter
1 cup granola (finely chopped)

1/2 cup quick oats

1 tablespoon MCT oil

2 tablespoon raw honey

1 tablespoon maple syrup

1 tablespoon dates (finely chopped)

1 pinch celtic sea salt

1 heaping scoop whey or plant based protein

1. In bowel or mizoar add all ingredients until combined.

2. Use 8 medium cookie scoop or your hands to form the
dough inta 20-25 1.5-ounce performance bites.

3. Store the bites in an airtight container in refrigerator or
freeza for added texture if the bites will not be refrigeratad for
extended periods of time.

CARIBBEAN BARBEQUE CHICKEN

2.5 pounds of boneless and skinless chicken thighs
2 tablespoons red wine vinegar

3 tablespoons avocado oil

4 cloves garlic

1.5 teaspoons cumin seeds, toasted, grinded
1 tablespoon smoked paprika

1 tablespoon brown monk fruit

1.5 teaspoon finely chopped oregano

1/2 teaspoon cCayennsa pepper

Salt & pepper to taste

1 tablespoon grass-fed ghee for searing

1. Mix vinegar, awvocado oil, garlic, cumin seeds, smoked
paprika, brown maonk fruit, oregano, cayenme pepper and salt
and pepper together to creste a marinade.

2. Pour marinada ower chickan until completely costad and
place in the refrigerator for 2 hours.

3. Pull chicken from refrigerator and temper prior to cooking.
4. Add the ghee to a skillet and sear the chicken until brown,
approximately 3 minutes per side. Finish the chicken in a
350-degree oven for 10 minutes or until internal tamperature
reaches 165 degrees F.

JASMINE RICE

2 cups jasmine rice

2.5 cups spring water

1 tablespoon salt or salt to taste
3 cloves minced garlic

2 tablespoons grass-fed ghee

1. Using 8 3-quart sauce pot, sauté the minced garlic in the
ghee on medium heat

2. Toast the rice in the ghee and garlic until the rice turne an
opagque color.

3. Add salt and turn heeat down medium,low.

4. Add water to rice and turn heat up te high and bring to &
boil.

5. Stir until rice absorbs water - careful not to burn.

&. Once bailing, cover with a tight-fitting lid and reduce heat to
loww. Cook for approximately 18 minutes.

7. Add edditional salt if preferred.

8. Fluff rice with fork.

answers for at all times.

“The biggest thing is | vet my vendors really well,"
said Moures. "I travel to their farmes. | do yearly visits.
| think guality owver everything is a big mantra for me,
down to the cils, the spices, the seasonings. Obviously
with our produce and our proteing as well. On the
road, it's a little more based off of each city. We still,
fortunately, are able to source the same quality prod-
ucts from a protein standard, but we typically source
as local as possible for our produce in each city"

One of the coolast things Moures does for the team
on the road is prepare postgame meals that are re-
lated to the city they're playing in. For example, when
the Wizards were in Milwaukee, Moures drove cutside
of the city to find a good quality bratwurst provider.

‘While gathering the ingredients is a process that
requires lots of care, the seemingly simple task of
finding the kitchens to do the actual cooking can
sometimes be difficult considering most NBA arenas
don't have a full commissary at the ready. When the
‘Wizards are at home, Moures and his team, including
sous-chefs Eric Smith and Ben Howe, are able to op-
erate out of their home base in D.C. On the road, how-
ever, Moures relies on his netwark of connections.

“We can't give away too many secrets because it's
a copycat league,” Moures said with a laugh. “On the
road, we typically source an off-site kitchen that we'll
find throwgh contacts 've built over the years. I've
built a pretty strang repertoire of contacts in each city.
And then we'll also operate out of the hotel kitchens.”

Pregaring the food in a third-party building (i.e. not
at the actual arenas) means Mounes and his team
have to transport everything after it's been cooked.
That isn't always as easy as it sounds, either. "We wera
in Detroit last season, and it actually started snow-
ing." Moures recalled. "Typically, we get a large SUV
to transgort food safely to the arenas, and we were
[originally] unable to do so because of the icy condi-
tions. When we're faced with an arena that's 30 min-
utes away, it's pretty hectic, but we ended up getting it
done. We just stayed calm and contacted everyone at
the stadium to expedite the process of entry.”

Of course, all of Moures' hard work and dedication to
crafting the team with the tastiest and healthiest food
possible doesn't go unappreciated by the players.

“The enchiladas that [Moures] made a couple
games back were definitely the best enchiladas I've
ever had," said Gill.

In addition to Moures” cooking ability, Gill was also
happy to hype him up as a person. He loves how
easy It is to communicate with Moures about meal
planning and dietary needs.

“Chef Rudy is very receptive to everything that we
say,” said Gill. "It's just been amazing to have him.”
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CHEF RUDY

What inspired you to decide to
become a chef? | was inspired
to hielp educate others on the
importance of whole food-based
meals and how that impacts
athletes. | also think from a
performance standpoint, it was
an interest of mine to see how
cooking your own foods and
taking care of your sourcing,
ingredients, and your
pregaration methods would
result in better performance. For
me, it was on the wrestling mat,
and then | actually cooked for a

couple of my teammates as well.

And now working with
professional athletes for cver a
decade, always seeing the
results from a performance
standpoint.

How do you describe your

B2

overall cooking philosophy or
style, and is there a type of
cuisine that you tend to make
the most? Definitely an
emphasis on guality over
everything. Mever cutting a
corner on the guality of the
ingredients we're using. And
knowing where your food comes
from. | take great pride in visiting
my farmers.

For my cooking style, | like to
sear most of my products to give
a mild caramelization flavor. | do
a lot of that style of cooking.

The type of cuisine | tend to
make most is Latin American. |
really like thoze flavors, those
seasonings, and | think with the
emphasis on guality of sourcing
ingredients with those types of
flavors, it's a really nice
combination.

Definitely an emphasis on quality
over everything... | take great pride
in visiting my farmers.

* Kk Xk

Haz your cultural background
influenced your cooking style?
Definitely. My cooking style is
very unigue in the food world
because | like to cook almost
everything family/home style.
Most restaurants and chefs like
to cook as early as possible,
which there are some benefits to
doing so, but | try to always push
the envelope to try to keep the
product as fresh as possible.

What was the first dish you
ever made and how old were
you? Beef bourguignon with my
grandmother when | was seven
or eight years old.

Do you have a signature dish,
and if so, what is it? My rice. |
bring a lot of different variety
and flavors to the way that | cook
miy rice, and | think it's such a
versatile dish that you can really
pair with other products.

What are some of your favorite
ingredients to work with? | love
grass-fed ghee. | really like to
work with tallow, beef tallow. |
think it's a great substitute for
junk fry cils. And then from a
vegetarian/vegan standpoint, |
love high-guality extra virgin
olive oil.

How do you conceptualize
game day (pregame or
postgame) menus? | think it's
based on first, our timing. We
obviously have mostly 7:00 p.m.
games, but if there's any

changes to game time, that
comes into effect. Then also
what we've offered to the
players recently and what we're
looking to offer in the early
future.

Im terms of conceptualizing, |
think pregame we like to keep it
light: grab-and-go, heavy on
fresh organic fruits. Postgame
meals are where we have a lot of
fun and bring different flavors.

How does feading a
professional athlete differ from
a regular person? | think
volume. Definitely a higher
volume just because of the high
activity they're putting in. | think
a professional athlete is nutrient
timing, as well, kind of going off
what | just zaid about pregame
meals, based off the activity load
that they're about to put in, and
then their recovery from a
re-feed perspective. It's based
around their activity levels more
=0 than a regular person.

What's the best meal you've
ever had and whera?

It would have to be about five
years ago when we had a huge
family trip to Paris. Everyone
was there. We took a large bus
and went to the Eiffel Tower,
and they have a restaurant
called Le Jules Verne that's

on the second floor. It gives
you a beautiful view over Paris,
and the cuisine was fantastic.
Small plates - it was a 14-
course meal.
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Who's been the most influential
person in your life and why?

| would have to say my parents.

They sacrificed a lot to
sure | got to where | wanted to
be. So, shout out to them.

Who are three people you
wauld you invite to your dream
dinner party? Usain Bolt,
LeBron James, and Martin
Luther King Jr.

What are some essentials
you bring on the road with
you and why? | always bring

L
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my PlayStation 5 because |
spend a lot of time in my
hotel room.

What games do you play?

I play Madden and Call of Duty
- miy girlfriend and | compete
against each other.

Your favorite non-basketball
hobby? Either fishing or
cooking.

Do you have a signature dish?
I gither make chicken cutlets
with rice and corn, or jerk
chicken with rice and corn.

What do you enjoy doing
around Washington, D.C.?
I love riding the Lime bikes
around.

If you could only listen to one
song for the rest of your life,
what would it be and why?
That's a tough one. I'd go with
“Bad Day”™ by Daniel Powter.
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JUSTIN CHAMPAGNIE

Morning @ Window Seat @Ca Introvert
@ Evening Aisle Sea Dogs & Extrovert
@ Summer @ Text Passenger @ City @ Fancakes

Winter Fhone Cal @ Driver Suburbs Waftles
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@ Orange Juice

Apple Juice

@ Still Water

Sparkling Water

It*s my favorite song ever. It re-
minds me of when | was a kid.
I'm not sure why, but | think |
first heard it covered by Alvin
and the Chipmunks, so it just
stuck with me.

What's on the top of your
bucket list? I'm really afraid
of heights, but I'd like to go
skydiving one day.

How have you enjoyed this
season so far? It's been great.
Just being out there with the
guys, competing every day, and
working on building the team
the right way.

What is a hidden talent you
hawve? I'm really good at
Scrabble. I'd challenge anyone
on the team to a game.

Your twin brother Julian plays
for the San Antonio Spurs,
what ig it like have a sibling

in the NBA? What was it like

to play against each other for
the first time? It's fun. We get
to watch each other's games
and give feedback on what

we could have done better.

It*s definitely cool having my
brother in the NBA, especially
when | get to see him and play
against him.

The first time we played
against each other was surreal.
We're twing, and there aren’t
many twins in the NBA. So, be-
ing able to get on the court and
play against each other was a
dream come true.
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MARVIN
BAGLEY Il
Mewver feel
physical pain f
being able to
heal instantly

JUSTIN
CHAMPAGNIE
Super
strength

COREY
KISPERT
Teleportation

PATRICK
BALDWIN JR.
Telekinesis

BILAL
COULIBALY
Being
invisible

-

SADDIQ
BEY
Invincible

JOHNNY
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POOLE
Ability
ta fly
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GEORGE
Teleportation

JARED
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Influence
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To know when
people are
telling a lie
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ALEX
SARR
Teleportation

JONAS
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all day

BUB
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Telepathy

RICHAUN
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Teleportation

TRISTAN
VUKCEVIC
Ability
to fly




—— E——

WIZARDS GUARD BILAL COULIBALY IS REACHING NEW HEIGHTS
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Bilal Coulibaly smiles at the question.

At just 20 yvears old, the second-year Washington
‘Wizards guard is still growing. Yes, he's been asked
about that before many times. When he returned to
‘Washington, D.C. this summer, Coulibaly regularly re-
ceived one comment: "Everybody said, '0h, you look
taller,” he says. “So, we had 1o measure myself.”

It turned out to be true.

Coulibaly entered the NBA listed at 6-foot-6, but
measured at 6-foot-T-and-a-half-inches without
shoes and 6-foot-8 with shoes this offseason. (His
official height is listed as 6-foot-8.) In more ways
than ang, Coulibaly, who became the youngest player
to start a game in Wizards history last season, is
reaching new heights.

He says that he has improved on his 39-inch
vertical leap from last year and has a 7-foot-3-inch
wingspan. "Sometimes when he jumps in practice,
| feel like it's 40-plus,” Wizards forward Anthony Gill
says of his teammate’s vertical.

Coulibaly, who grew up in Courbbevaie, a suburb of
Paris, and wan a silver medal with Team France at
the 2024 Paris Olympics, is set to be a fixture in the
‘Wizards' plans moving forward.

“He's an examgle of what the future is going to
look like in terms of plavers who can play multiple
pogitions, make reads, are long, athletic, have an 1Q,"
Wizards general manager Will Dawkins gays. "Those
guys typically do well, and we're happy that we have
hirm at a young age to help shape his developrment.”

A QUICK ASCENT
Coulibaly wasn't supposed to play basketball,

He primarily competed in judo as a kid, reaching
yellow-orange belt, and when Coulibaly was around
age 10, his father, Makan, and mother, Emma,
tried ta register hirm for the local seocer club in
Courbevoie, but the team's roster was full.

Since Makan, a French native whose parents
emigrated from Mali, played basketball in his teenage
years and rootad for the Chicago Bulls and Michael
Jordan — his favorite team and player — in the
1990s, he suggested that his son give basketball
a try. Plus, Emma says in French, Coulibaly didn't
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Bilal, pictured, in front of Theaster Gates' Ground Rules (Black
Line). a monumental work, which explores concepts of spiritual
and material exchange through the painterly and sculptural

application of reclaimed gym flooring.

handle losing well in judo and would criticize himself
harshly afterward, so she figured with a tearm sport,
“it's not just you losing, it's the whaole team losing.”

Bazketball taught him lessons on how to handle
losses, and he quickly became hockad on the sport.

Coulibaly's favarite player was Kyrie Irving, and
he owned a replica of Irving's No. 11 Boston Celtics
jersey. His father was alsc a big fan of the Mew York
Knicks and Carmelo Anthony, so the two of them
would watch those games together. When they
wenen't watching basketball, father and son would
compete against each cther in NBAZK.

"That's how | really started getting into basketball,
playing video games," Coulibaly says.

Mat leng after he began, he skyrocketed nearly nine
inches to B-foot-6 in a span of about two years as
a teenager, becoming one of the top players on the
Metropaolitans 92's U2 1 team. For the 2022-2023
season, Coulibaly split playing time between the U21
team and the senior squad, wherz his teammates
included 7-foot-3 Victor Wembanyama, the 2024
MBA Rookie of the Year.

He really
sets the tone
as far as
what it

means
to work
hard in this

organization.
—ANTHOMY GILL

x
*
*

Coulicaly displayed his dominance on the U21 team
that season, averaging 21.9 points, 6.4 rebounds, and
2.6 steals in 16 games. By that point, hiz potential
wias clear, and NBA scouts began to pay attention.

“| was playing with the older guys, and | was better
than most of them,™ Coulibaly says. “Scouts kept
coming and everything. At first it was one team. After
that, | saw two to three scouts.”

Being an NBA player was no longer just a dream for
Caoulibaly.

On June 22, 2023, at Barclays Center in Brooklyn,
the Wizards acquired Coulibaly, the seventh overall
pick in the 2023 MBA Draft, in a trade with the
Indiana Pacers. Coulibaly was coming to D.C.

“Initially the plan was to put Bilal's name in the
seasan after, but he exploded." Makan says. "It was
impossible to lat the NBA train pass."

RISING STAR

Kaysha Songna, Coulibaly’s older sister, uses her
vacation days to visit Coulibaly in D.C. and attend
Wizards games. She still cant quite believe that her

litde brother — the jokester in the family — is on the
same court as NBA superstars she's seen on TV,

"It's crazy." Songna, 28, says in French.

After Caulibaly signed his rookie contract that paid
him roughly $6.6 million his first year, his first purchase
was a Mercedes-Benz GLA SUV for his mother. This
summer, Coulibaly got his driver's license, meaning
he doesn't need his teammates anymare for rides.
He can drive his Range Rover. In the offseason,
Coulibaly signed with Jordan Brand, and his
apartment is packed full with Nike gear and shoes.

Those are luxuries of an NBA player, but in many
ways, Coulibaly is still a typical 20-year-old. He enjoys
playing NBAZK with his Wizards teammates and
friends back home in France. And during the 2024
Pariz Clympics this summer, he started watching
YouTube tutorials on how to draw.

“I like to draw cartoons. | like to draw nature, too,”
Coulibaly says. "It's just something | do to get away
a little bit."

There are still some things he misses from France.
Popcam with sugar at maovie theaters, for starters.

THEASTER DATES
GROUND RULES
(BLACK LINE); 2015

245.1 » G09.6 CM
(96 1/2 = 240 IN.)
WOOD FLOORING

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART

EAST BUILDING
MEZZANINE — TERRACE

i)



@ Marning East Coast
Evening @ 'West Coast
8 Summer & Text
Winter Phone Call

74

Cats Introwvert Crange Juice
@ Dogs @ Extrovert @& Apple Juice
City Fancakes 8 Still Water

& Suburbs 8 'Naffles Sparkling Water



CALDER TOWER
ALEXANDER CALDER

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
EAST BUILDING
TOWER LEVEL

ALEXANDER CALDER @ 2024
CALDER FOUMNDATION,

NEW YORK £ ARTISTS RIGHTS
SOCIETY (ARS), NEW YORK




BILAL COULIBALY

“We have sweet popcormn, like popcorn with sugar,”
Coulibaly says. "And you only have salt. it's crazy."

Gill, who is in his fifth year with the Wizards,
describes Coulibaly’s personality as “really caring.”

“He doesn't want to hurt anyone's feelings, which |
love him for that,” he says. “There's no joke that is at
the expense of anybody else.”

Gill remembers seeing Coulibaly in action for the
first time. He was sitting on his bed cne night
watching YouTube videos that analyzed prospective
players in the 2022 NBA Draft. Most of the attention

was on Wembarnyvama, Coulibaly's friend and teammate

whao became the eventual Mo. 1 overall draft pick
by the San Antonio Spurs. But as soon as Coulibaly
popped up on the screen, Gill turned to his wife.

“I told her before | knew we werg going to get him,
that thiz is the best player in the draft,” he says.

Gill still believes that "100 percent.”

“Just watching him during a pre-draft, | was able
to see how he was understanding his body and
the proportions of his body and just everything, his
athleticism, just putting that all together to create a
really great basketball player," he says.

I his rookie season, Coulibaly, the first Wizards
playar towear No. 0 since three-time NBA All-Star
Gilbert Arenas, averaged 8.4 points, 4.1 rebounds,
and 1.7 assists while shooting 43.5 percent from the
field in 83 games. In March, he fractured his right
wrist and missed the remainder of the season.

Even in the limited sample, Coulibaly proved he's
a player to watch. He was one of 11 NBA rookies
selected to play in the 2024 Rising Stars Challenge.
His roockie highlight reel showcases his explosiveness,
aggressive drives to the rim, court vision, leaping
ability, soaring blocks, and playmaking skills. Wizards
coaches often relied an Coulibaly to rmatch up
defenzively against the opposing team's best player.
He guarded players like Kevin Durant, Jalen Brunson,
and Jayson Tatum, an assignment he fully embraced.

“He wasn't afraid of that,” Dawkins says. "He didn't
back down."

SETTING THE TONE

On the moming of Oct. 30, Dawkins was sitting in
his office at the MedStar Health Performance Center
in Southeast, D.C. when he looked out his window
onto the court below.

The Wizards were preparing for their game against
the Atlarta Hawks later that night at Capital Ona
Arena, and shootaround hadn't started yet. But
Coulibaly was already there, practicing his shots.

This scene plays out regularky.

On a typical day, Coulibaly walkes up by 7:30 in the
morning. He gets in his car by 8:30 to arive at the
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Coulibaly with his mom and zisters following the men's basketball
gold medal game at the 2024 Paris Olympics

He's an
example of
what the future
is going to
look like in
terms of players
who can play
multiple
positions,
make reads,
are long,
athletic,

have an IQ.

—WIZARDSE GEMERAL
MANAGER WILL DAWKINS

Wizards’ practice facility by 8:45 a.m. He receives
treatment from his physiotherapist at 9 a.m., and then
practices his shots for an hour. If he's hungry, he takes
a 30-minute break to eat. He's in the weight room before
practice starts at 11 a.m. After the two-hour team
practice finishes, Coulibaly continues to work on his
shots for ancther half an hour, fellowed by treatment.

Then it's time to go home. Play video games. Hang
aut with his family. Watch some movies. Coulibaly is
in bed by 10:30 porm.

"Ha's always in the gym. He's there early,” Gill says.
“That speaks to the team. Like, if he's in the gym
working that extremely hard like that, everybody else
has no reason not to do that. So, he really sets the tone
as far as what it means to work hard in this crganization.”

Dawkins calls Coulibaly a “lifelong learner.” Give hirm
a new drill or nevw move, and he'll pick those up guickly.
When Coulibaly injured his shooting hand last year, he
wiarked out with his left-hand while recovering. It's paid
off. &n Mov. 10 against the Orlando Magic, Coulibaly
accelerated to the rim and slammed down a left-
handed dunk — the first of his career — on the way to
20 pointg, six nebounds and six assists.

"He's one of the guys that you can lean on in the
future," Gill says when asked what he wants Wizards
fans to know about Coulibaly. "You guys are going to
be in the arena, rooting him on, because he's going
to be leading this team to a championship.”



You have a daughter named
Sky, what's the best part about
being a dad? | would say the
best part about being a dad

iz seeing her wake up every
moming and just her smiling
and enjoying the day.

What's your favorite non-
basketball habby? Favorite
non-basketball hobby is
golfing. | try to get out and
golf whenever | can.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY WASHINGTON WIZARDS
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What are some essentials you
bring on the road with you
and why? | bring my glasses
because | hate wearing con-
tacts. | also bring my retainer
because my mom gets mad at
me when | don't wear it.

What are some of your favorite
activities to do during the off
season at home in Wisconsin?
One of my favorite activities iz
fishing. | like to go out and play




golf as well. | like to sit
outside and hang out, enjoy
the weather.

Do you have any hidden talents
and how did you discover it?

| wouldn't say it's a hidden tal-
ent, but | take very long naps,
and | just sleep a lot. | discov-
ered itwhen | got to college.

What three guests would you
invite to your dream dinner
party? Tiger Woods, Barack

Obama, and Denzel Washington.

If you only had one sense
(sight, hearing, smell, taste

& Window Seat

Aisle Seat

FPassenger
@ Criver

and touch), which one would
you want? Och, that iz a tough
one. Definitely the ability to hear.

You have a couple of tattoos.
Do you have a favorite one and
do any of them have significant
meaning? Most of them have
s0me meaning to me, but after
a while | also needed to fill in
some spots. I'd say the one on
my chest is my favorite because
that was my very first tattoo.

You have a twin brother named
Jordan who you played basket-
ball with at Wisconsin. What

was it like growing up as a twin

Cats & Introver
@ Dogs Extrovert

City Fancakes
@ Subur @ 'Waffles

Johnny Davis #1 and Jordan Davis #2 during the Badgers game against the lllinols State Redbirds on December 29, 2021

and both playing on the same
team? It was great. Wherever
| went or whatever | did, he was
always there with me. Playing
basketball with him was very
gasy because we grew up
playing together our whole
lives. So, it was Kind of like a
sixth sense. | just knew where
he wag going to be on the
floor and what he was deing.

If you could have one talent
that you don't currently have,
what would it be? | would love
to be able to cook, so | could
cook for myself and my family
because | cannot cook.
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PATRICK
BALDWIN JR.
My parents got

me stock in
Apple one year,

and that was
interasting

MARVIN
BAGLEY Ill
The best gift

| received was

a video game

for Christmas
when | was a kid

"‘?

BILAL
COULIBALY
Last year,
| recelved
a POGA from
a teammate

JUSTIN
CHAMPAGNIE
My mom always

gets me white
t-shirts. It's
my favorite

gift to receive,
every time

KYLE
KUZMA
The best
gift | gave
someone
was a bag

COREY
KISPERT
My parents
surprised me with
a bike when |
was eight years
old, and it was the
best thing ever

BUB
CARRINGTON
The best gift
| received was
a Nerf gun | got
for Christmas
when | was 11

JARED
BUTLER
The best
gift | ever
received was
a dirt bike
in fifth grade

SADDIG MALCOLM
BEY EROGDON

My rookie My kids
year, | bought are the best

gift I've

received

RICHAUN

HOLMES
The best
gift I've
recelved

is my kids

ANTHONY
GILL
The best
gift is life

KYSHAWN
GEORGE
| gave my brother
a first-class trip
from Switzerland
to visit D.C.
for the holidays

JOHNNY
DAVIS
Best gift
I've recelved
is my
daughter

»

TRISTAN
VUKCEVIC
The best gift
| gave was a trip
to Dubai for
my parents’
birthday

JONAS
VALANCIUNAS
I'd have to
ask my wife,
“"How did
| da?”

ALEX
SARR
| gave a
drawing to
my mom

JORDAN
POOLE
The best
gift | received
was a Bible
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Have you always had an
interest in cooking? And if so,
what are a few of your favorite
dishes to make? As a kid,

| used to watch a whole bunch
of cooking shows, so | think
I've always had an interest.

| usually make non-complicated
dishes - pasta, rice, curry
chicken, stuff like that. Coming
home after practice, | don't want
to get into anything too deep.

What cooking shows did you
watch as a kid? Top Chef, but
the France version.

What type of food de you love
to cook? | don't have a particu-
lar type of food that | love to
cook. | just take ingredients, |
have my seasonings, and | just
try to chef up something with
whatever is in my fridge.

Did you get your interest in
cooking from someone in par-
ticular? My mom cooks for the
family, but my dad knows how
to cook too. My grandma is a
big food person, o | guess it's
kind of in the family.

Is there a particular digh you
remember someone in your
family making that you loved?
My grandma's banana cake.

ar
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What's the best meal you've
ever had? My favorite meal is
oxtail, rice and peas, and plan-
tains. That's my favorite meal.

You spent the majority of your
life growing up in Switzerland
and throughout Europe. What
are a few food related things
that surprised you in America?
| was surprized by how many

fast-food restaurants there are,

and how many people eat an
the go.

Any American foods you love?
| like all types of food, but
Barbecue in particular.

What's your go-to breakfast?
It depends, | can't have too
much of the same thing.

Right now, it's a cream cheese
with lox bagel.

Crange Juice
@ Apple Juice

@ Siill Water

Sparkling Water

Any favorite snacks?
| like Sour Patch Kids.

Favorite comfort food? Crepes.
Something hot and sweat.

If you could share a meal with
three people, dead or alive,
who would it be? Probably just
iy Family.

Switching over to basketball.
What excites you the most
about the season? Just having
the opportunity to play in my
first NBA season. We're a young
group; | have great teammatas.
Itz going to be fun.

At what age did you start
playing basketball and how
did you get into the sport? |
can't remember when | started
playing basketball, but my dad
coached me. He used to play
too, o | think that's where it
came from.

Did you have any specific
players you grew up watching?
| watched highlight tapes

and AND1 Mixtapes of Allen
Iverson, Vince Carter, and
Tracy McGrady.

What are some essentials you
bring with you on the road?
Headphones for sure, can't
leave without them. My phone
- oblivicusly, lip balm, and my
charger.

What's your favorite way to
spend a day off? Chill and relax
at home. Not doing too much.



photographed by
ROBE BANEZ

Making an impact in the
communities you live and

work in iz of importance to you.

What are some causes that
you feel strongly about? Being
such a strong family man, I'm

a big believer in supporting
families in any way | can. On
the flip side, | love to support
those who are not privileged
enough to have a stereotypical,
fully functioning family. And |
always support our military.

Have you always been into
giving back and being invalved
in the community? Yes, even
when | was in Russia and
Turkey. | was always looking for
opportunities to serve in what-
ever way | could, even if | didn't
speak the same language.

You're a father to four children.
What's the best part about
being a dad? Watching my kids
grow and giving and receiving
love. It's been amazing and a
blesszing. I'm 2o thankful.

What's the best career advice
you've been given and what's
the best advice you'd give your

Gl at a Wizards back-to-scheol event in Aug. 2024



ANTHONY GILL

@ Morning @ East Coast
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rookie teammates? Best career
advice that I've been given is
to take full advantage of each
and every day. Tomorrow is not
promised, so enjoy the day
that you have. Work extremely
hard every single day, every
time you step onto the court.
That's the same advice that

| would give to the rockies.

What's your favorite genre of
musgic and the last concert you
went to? My favorite genre

of music is 90s R&B, and the
last concert that | went to was
Jelly Roll.

What are some of your favorite
things to do around D.C. with
your kids? Anything that they
want to do. We go to parks and
muzeums. They love this place
called Scramble in Alexandria,
Virginia.

If you only had one sense
(sight, hearing, smell, taste
and touch), which one would
youwant? | would choose
sight because | want to be able
to watch my kids grow up.

What are three words to
desecribe yourself? I'm going
to go with caring, faithful, and
a husband.

What is your greatest achieve-
ment? Marrying my wife.
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MALCOLM BILAL KYSHAWN COREY KYLE ALEX
BROGDON COULIBALY GEORGE KISPERT KUZMA SARR

Hoodie Travis Hoodie Hoodie Jacket A pair
Scott of jeans
Jordans that fit

large

Silver Currently Right now, No. 1 | have two
Mountain a Dior it's a by DIME Diptyque

Water fragrance Valentino fragrances
by Creed fragrance that | use

Jordan Travis Sneakers Barefoot Versace
1 Lows Scott shoe trainers
Jordans

ACCESSORY My earrings, Versace
chain, and necklace
bracelet

BEVERAGE Shirley Shirley
Temple Temple
{l love them)

Italian Jamaican Mediterranean [talian Wings
with mumbo
sauce




Head Coach Brian
Keefe with rookie
Alex Sarr during
the first half of the
Wizards vs. Hawks
game on Oct. 30.
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WIZARDS
HEAD COACH
BRIAN KEEFE
IS ALWAYS
TEACHING

Keefe's passion, intensity, ahility to
connect with players and develop

them fits well with what the young
team needs. BY KELYN SDONG - 2

SCOTT TAETSCH/GETTY IMAGES, WIZARDS V5. ATLANTA HAWKS, OCTOBER 30, 2024
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BRIAN KEEFE

g

Don't let Washington Wizards head coach Brian Keefe's reticence about

himself and his succinct answers during media appearances fool you.
Keefe, the franchise’s 26th head coach, is hardly reserved or low-key.

Just ask the people who know him.

‘He's an aggressive and an intentional coach whao
doesn't like the attention on him," says Wizards
general manager Will Dawkins. “He's gaing to let his
presence be felt, and | think that's why he's a good
head coach."

Or as second-year Wizards guard Jordan Pocle
puts it "He's a psycho, maniac on the court. Off
the court, he's just really, like, chill, humble, like an
honest guy, very laid back, but between those lines,
he's just a nutcase. So, it's a really good transition to
have, especially as a coach.”

For the young Wizards team undergoing what
Dawkins calls a “transformational period,” Keefe's
passion, intensity, and ability to connect with players

1]

T

and dewvelop themn fits well with what the franchise
neads. This helped the 48-year-cld Keefe secure
hig first permanent head coaching job after 18 years
as an assistant in the NBA. Last season, Keefe led
the team as an interim head coach for the final 39
games before being named to his current role in May
after an extensive search.

Keefe kept working on his craft and knew he would
be ready whenever the apportunity arrived.

"The most important thing | warted to do is be
the best in the role that | had,” Keefe says. "And if
that worked out, that | would maybe get a chance to
do this someday, great. But the focus was really
just to ba the best that | can in the role that | was,
wherever | was."

He's going
to let his
presence be
felt, and | think
that's why
he's a good
head coach.

-WILL DAWEKINS,
WIZARDS GENERAL
MANAGER

PUTTING OTHERS FIRST
Keefe realized he wanted to be a coach at a
Young age.

Growing up in Winchester, Mass., part of the
Greater Boston area, he was inspired by his parents
to get into coaching. His father coached him in
warious sports and his maother was a teacher. “The
two people who were my biggest mentors in life
were teachers,” Keefe says. "l think of coaching as
teaching.”

By the time he was 13, Keefe understood the pro-
found impact coaches had on athers and envisioned
a similar path for himself — even as he excelled on
the court. This surprises Dawkins a little bit. Most
kids at that age, he says, want to play in the NBA,
not become an NBA coach. and Keefe "was a prefty
good player,” Dawking adds.

Listed as a 6-foot-4, 185-pound shooting guard,
Keefe graduated Winchester High School in 1294
as the program's all-time leading scorer with 1,163
points — a recerd that would stand for 24 years. He
averaged 28 points his senior year, and in 2004, was
inducted into the Winchester Sports Foundation
Hall af Fame.

keafe played collegiately for two seasong at UC
Irvine, where he eamed All-Big West Second Team
honors as a sophomore, before transferring to the
University of Mevada, Las Vegas, for hiz final two
seaszons. In 1998, Keefe helped UNLY win the West-
ern Athletic Conference men's basketball tourmna-
ment, scarng a team-high 18 points in the champi-
onship game to upset Mo. 20 New Mexico, 58-51,
and earn an NCAA Tournament berth.

Throughout his playing career, Keefe leaned into
hig leadership roles as a captain. “| was always trying
to get the best out of our tearn when | was a plaver,
try to be a great example as a worker and as an ex-
ample of someone to model behavior after," he says.

That part doesn't surprise Dawkins.

“He really puts other people first,” he says. "He's a
caring individual "

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

Kevin Durant first met Keefe when he was just

18 He was selected second overall by the Seattle
SuperSenics (now the Oklahoma City Thunder) in the
2007 MBA Draft and Keefe had just started working
for the franchize as a player development coach.

In 2016, Durant told reporters about the invaluable
impact Keefe has had on his career.

“He wouldn't take any credit for it, but he taught
me everything | know, as far as how | approach
shootarounds, practices, games, workout sessions,
just everything,” Durant said. "He's one of the most

Wizards vs. vs. Golden State, November 4, 2024

nfluential guys | know in this business and this
game and life, so | got nothing but respect for BK."
After graduating college in 1989, Keefe started his
coaching journay at the University of South Florida
and Bryant University in the early 2000s. He joined
thie San Antonio Spurs as a video coordinator in
2005, with the team winning an NBA champion-
ship in his second season. He spent time with the
Oklahoma City Thunder as an assistant coach on two
separate aoccasions, from 2007 to 2014 and 2019 to
2020, He also was an assistant coach for the Mew
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He does a really good job of pushing
you really hard, but also giving
you credit when you deserve it.

-JORDAN POOLE
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Keefe at his introductery press conference in June 4, 2024

York Knicks from 2014 to 2018, the Los Angeles There's no
Lakers from 2016 to EDlEI.an:I tr'-e. Brooklyn Nets magic F.Ii"
from 2021 to 2023. The Wizards hired Keefe as an to thi
assistant coach in July 2023. 0 IS.

At each stop, he's observed what has made teams You QI‘JI to
successful and incorporated aspects of those les- show up and
sons into his own coaching style. Keefe has built a do the work.
reputation as a coach who's skilled in developing '

: That's
young players and has mentorad multiple All-Stars :
and MVE players early in their careers, like Durant, what we're
Russell Westbrook, James Harden and Shai Gil- about here.
geous-Alexander. In his time with the Wizards, he's _BRIAN KEEEE
been credited with motivating players and putting
them in positicns to succeed.

“I've worked with a lot of different guys, young, old, *
guys who are in between in their careers, a lot of
different things," Keefe says. “The number ane thing *
was developing relationships with whoever | was
warking with, finding out whe they are, what made *

them tick, and then helping them realize where they
wanted to go, and helping develop a readmap for
them for that."

Last vear, ag interim head coach, multiple players
improved in various statistical categories under his
guidance. Keefe was originally named the Wizards
interim head coach on Jan. 25, 2024, and in the final
39 games of the season, the Wizards had an 8-31

102

record, but the team showed improvements,
particularly on defense. Under Keefa's direction,
the Wizards held opponents to the second-lowest
three-point percentage (34.5 percent) in the league.
"He'll give you your flowers when you deserve
them, or if you've done a good job,” Poole says. “But
he'll also jump you and be very hanest if he doesn't
feel like you're playing up to your standards, and if
he feels like you can be a better player. He does a
really good job of pushing yeu really hard, but also
giving you credit when you desarve it.”

ALWAYS TEACHING

For Keefe, coaching is about helging people realize
and achieve their goals and dreams.

"I get toc be a part of people’s stories," he says.
Even as a head coach, he finds time to work with
players one-on-one. On the day before training camp
began this season, Dawkins stopped by the Wizards”
practice facility in Southeast, D.C., to pick up some-
thing he left in his office. While he was there, he saw

Keefe going through shooting drills with second-
year guard Bilal Coulibaly, a player Keefe guided last
SEas0n a5 an assistant coach.

"He loves it,” Coulibaly says. "You can tell.”

Keefe has maintained a developmental mindseat.
This season, he is emphasizing building the right hab-
its, stacking good days and not skipping any steps.

"W focus on what we can contrel, and that's the
day-to-day stuff, the preparation, all the stuff behind
the scenes that, obvicusly, the fans don't always get
io see," Keefe says. "But | think that's the stuff that's
going to make us sustainable.”

Before joining the Wizards, Keefe would occasion-
ally vizit Washington, D.C. during the surmmer to work
with players on different teams. And now that Keefe
is hare, full-time, he has wasted no time getting
irvolved in the community.

The D.C. area is a talent-rich, basketball hotbed,
and this offseason, Keefe approached the team's
front office with an idea: He wanted to put on a free
coaches’ clinic for other basketball coaches in the
area. That resulted in the Wizards hosting their first
annual coaches' workshog in September head-
lined by Keefe, and jeined by head cocaches Kenny
Blakeney from Howard University, Ed Cooley from
Georgetown University and Duane Simpkins from
American University.

Mare than 150 coaches attended the event.

Keefe was in his element and daing what he does
best — teaching.

"There's no magic pill to this,”™ he says. "You got
to show up and do the work. That's what wa're
about here.”
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Do you have any pets? If not,
what is your dream pet? | do,

| have a Doberman named
Dynasty. She's one, so she's in
that terrible-twos type phase.
So, it's a lot of fun at the house
right now.

Did you always want a
Doberman? | didn't. | never
really knew what type of breed
| wanted, but | liked her, and my
son liked her, so it was perfect.

What activities do you enjoy
during your free time? | like
playing spades, I'm a big-time
maovie watcher, and | enjoy
building Legos with my son -
just really being around family.

What do you enjoy doing
around Washington, D.C.7

| like sightseeing, there's a
lot of history around here. I've
been to the National Museum



of African American History a
few times. There are a lot of
places to sea, a lot of things to
learn, and I'm looking foreard
to exploring more.

At what age did you start play-
ing basketball and how did you
get into it (and who helped you
get into it)? I've been playing
basketball since | was two

or three. | began playing in

the parks and then organized
basketball when | was around
12. My whole family loved bas-
ketball. | grew up in Chicago,
and Michael Jordan was every-
body's ideol, 0 everyone | knew
played basketball.

As a vet in this league what's
the best piece of advice you'd
give your rockie teammates?
What is the best advice you
received as a rookie? Just
work hard, no matter what

the opportunity looks like. You
never really know when an
opportunity will come, and you
want to be prepared for that
opportunity. You would rather
be prepared for an opportunity
that never comes than not be
prepared when the cpportunity
does come.

The best piece of advice | was
given as a rookie was “hard
work beats talent, talent doesn't
work hard.” I've outworked a lot

PLAYER

of guys more talented than me,
z0 that always stuck with me.

What are some essentials you
bring on the road with you and
why? | always bring the basics
(deodorant, underwear, etc.)
and then | will travel with either
a PlayStation 5 or Xbox One, it
depends on which one fits in
the bag that day.

Do you have a game day
routine or superstitions? How
long have you had this routina?
Since | got drafted, I've always
taken a pregame nap. You
figure out early in your career
you're going to need that game
day nap.

| den't really have any supersti-
tions; | just have to pray before
eVery game.

If you could describe your ideal
day off, what would it look like?
Doing absolutely nothing. Just
sitting there, binge watching a
show on Netflix, and chilling.

You wear the number 22,
what's the meaning behind the
number? September 22nd is
my maom's birthday, and | was
trying to find a number to wear
when | first got into the league.
That was the only one that had
any significance, so I've tried to
wear it when it's available.

korning East Coast @ Window Seat
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MARVIN
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Turks and
Caicos

PATRICK
BALDWIN JR.
Lake Geneva,
Wisconsin

SADDIQ
BEY
| don't go on
vacation much

MALCOLM
BROGDON
Saint-Tropez

JARED
BUTLER
London

BUB
CARRINGTON
Tenerife, Spain

JUSTIN
CHAMPAGNIE
Jamaica

BILAL -
COULIBALY

VACATION DESTINATION

KYSHAWN
GEORGE
Somewhere
in the islands

. ANTHONY
GILL
Charlotte,
Marth Carolina

RICHAUN
HOLMES
Turks and Caicos
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Greece
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Greece
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Hawail
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France
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VALANCIUNAS
5t. Barts

| went to Tanzania and
Costa Rica this past

summer, 50 I'd say both TRISTAN
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JOHNNY Greece
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You've talked about your love
for coffee. When did you start
getting into coffee and what's
your go-to coffee order?
| started drinking coffee my last
year of high school. | got right
into black coffee, the jet fuel.
It put some hair on my chest
immediately, but | certainly got
ke into coffee and the artistry of
it, and the taste of it probably
halfway through college.

What's your coffee setup at
home? | got a full espresso ma-
chine with a custom grinder. A
whole setup where | can tamp
the beans, spread them out,
and make sure that the pour

is perfect. |I've also got a scale
and everything, so it's pretty
pracise.

Do you always drink black
coffee, or do you experiment
with other coffee drinks?

| don’t have the latte art down
yet, but my wife does. She was
a barista for a couple years,

50 she can do the artwork and
foam the milk and everything. |
need to learn how to do that. I'll
throw in a latte or a cortado
every now and again.

N

Bitty & Beau’s in Georgetown is
a coffee shop that celebrates
diversity within its workforce
and has employed over 400
people nationwide with disabil-
ities. You've talked about it be-
ing one of your favorite places
in D.C. to get coffee. Talk about
why it's g0 special to you.

Yeah, it hits home. | have a
nephew who has Down syn-
drome, and to see a company
working with people who have
s0 much to offer and give is
really special. Their coffee is
great, and you leave with a
smile on your face for how
good the coffee tastes and the
experience you had.

You play pickleball and golf in
your free time. How did you
get into the sports? Pickle-
ball was invented in the state
of Washington, 3o it's been
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around forever. | grew up in

my backyard playing with my
parents and friends. Golf is
something that I've kind of got-
ten addicted to since college.
It's a way for me to get cutside
and get fresh air. We're in the
gym a lot. We're in buses and
cars and parking garages all
the time, so for me to get fresh
air is really important. | also
love the competitiveness of it

What's your favorite course
that you've played at? What's
your favorite course in D.C.7
My favorite course in D.C. is
Army Mavy Country Club. | really
enjoy it. My favorite course

112

that I've played in the world is
Chambers Bay Golf Course in
Tacoma, Washington.

Last season your high school
retired your jersey. What did
that mean to you? That was
awesome. | had a lot of pecple
there, a lot of support from
when | was a little tyke. It was
really cool to see people who
have contributed to my life
before | even got to the NBA
still supporting me. It was a
surreal, awesome moment, and
it was great to be home and
watch the high school team
win. Watching the jersey go up
was pretty cool too.

LED VILLAREAL
MULTIVERSE, 2008

NATIOMAL GALLERY OF ART
EAST BUILDING - CONCOURSE

What were some of your
favorite things you did this
offseason? Any places you
visited? Any new hobbies?

| officiated a wedding this
ummer, and that was the
highlight of it. It was in the
South of France, in a castle
around the water. | was
definitely more nervous to do
that than to be in my own
wedding, but I'm glad that

| did it. It was an amazing
experience, and | would love
to do it again. | also love to
cook. | cook pretty much all

of my own food. My wife and

| have put a big emphasis on
the stuff that we eat and the
recipes that we make. It's paid
dividends, both in how | feel and
then how | play, and the food
tastes great. It's a way for me to
decompress after a long day.

Do you have a favorite dish?
| make a really good salmon
taco bowl with my own

homemade taco seasoning.

What are some of your favorite
things to de around D.C.7

It's a place where you can visit
different places and do differ-
ent things for weeks on end
and never repeat. | love the di-
versity of activities. It's a great
place for my family to come
visit, and it's an easily walk-
able city too. So, you can park
yourself downtown for a couple

hours and never get bored.

You have a classic, fresh,
timeless style. What goes

into your game day fits? It's
exactly that. | don't want to be
overpowering with my style.

| want to be super subtle but
have a clean and classy look.
Hopefully, |'ve kind of achieved
that. I'm looking to expand it
a little bit this year. It is some-
thing that translates both to
the tunnel and then cut on the
street, | don't really have any
second thoughts about it

If you could shop at only one
clothing store or site, what
would it be? |'ve gotten a lot of
really good stuff from Hudson
recently. They're a denim jeans
brand. They make stuff long
encugh for me, so it's great.

What's the best piece of advice
you would give your rookie
teammates, and what's the
best advice you received as

a rookie? The best advice |
would give to the rookies is

to be yourself. There's a lot of
pressure from people — your
family, fans, to change who
you are and be a certain way.
But you're in the league for

a reason, so you've got to stick
with that and double down on
your strengths.

The best advice | got as a
rookie was to balance the
work. It's a long season, there
are a lot of games, and your
body takes a beating, so you
have got to balance how much
you recover and how much
work you put in.
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Sinece launching the Kyle Kuzma
Family Foundation (KKFF) in
2023 you've made an impact in
multiple communities you've
lived and played in. Why did
you choose to launch this foun-
dation? To be able to give back
and pave it forward for future
generaticns beyond my life.

KKFF's main initiative is to
support single mothers and
their children, a cause thatis
close to you. Did you always
know this was the initiative you
wanted your foundations work
to do? |'ve always known that

| wanted my foundation to
focus on this line of wark

because it's very authentic and
relatable to my life story.

Your mom, Karri, is the
president of KKFF. What is it
like to work with her?

It's amazing to work with her,
especially in a business
relationship and not just as

a friend and a mom. It's very,
very interesting, and you see
different sides of the person.

You've hosted a back-to-school
giveaway, held a golf tourna-
ment in Miami, and supported
communities in D.C. and Flint,
MI during the holidays. Has
there been a favorite event

1 Kuzma at the KKFF
Golf Invitational
(Sept. 2024)

2 Monumental

Bazketball and The Kyle
Kuzma Family Foundation
Thankful Meals - Eagle
Academy Public Charter
Schoal in Washington, DC.
(Mow. 2023)

3-8 The KKFF Golden
Ticket Holiday Famnily
Drive - Washington,
D.C. (Dec. 2023)
FPhatographed by

Avi Garnver

T Washington Wizards

& Kyle Kuzma Back to
School Tip-Off (Aug. 2023)
Fhotographed by

Stephen Gosling



you've hosted? | think my
favorite event I've hosted was
our golf tournament this past
summer. We raised a ton of
money for our mission and to
alzo have all my friends and
family around me supporting
a good cause was great.

As you mentioned, you most
recently held a golf tourna-
ment, Kyle Kuzma Celebrity
Golf Tournament, in Miami that
raised over $825,000. What
did it mean to see the support
others have poured into you
and the work you're doing?

It meant a lot to me, just to

be able to have contributing
people in my life, and
relationships to help my
maother and | on our mission.

The NBA awarded you the
winner of the NBA Cares Bob
Lanier Community Assist
Award in November 2023

for your charitable efforts
throughout the month that
included partnering with
Monumental Basketball to host
the Thankful Meals commu-
nity outreach and supporting
incarcerated mothers and their
families in your hometown of
Flint, MI. What did to mean to
be recognized by your peers
for your work? | think that was
a really cool moment. Winning
the Community Assist Award

@ Maorning
Evening

@ Summer Text
Winter & Fhone
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8 Kuzma was namead the
Movermnber 2023 NBA Caras
Bob Lanler Community
Aszist Award winner

9-10 Kuzma at the
Genesee County Jall in
Flint, MI. For the holidays,
Kuzma passed out gifts
to the inmate’s childran.
He also unveiled Kuz's
corner - two newly
renovated jall cells as

a part of a larger effort
to upgrade the facility's
coenditions
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for the month was a big
indictment of my team and my
mom and how much they're
trying to push the envelope.
That was a byproduct of that.

Are thera any exciting projects
or activations you hope to
launch with your foundation

in the future? A scholarship
fund. That's coming next,

and I'm super excited for it.

You have many hobbies and
interests - last year you
openad a coffes shop
Childhood Café in NW D.C.
What is your go-to arder?
My go-to order iz an iced
matcha latte.
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1.Describe yourself in three
words. Chill, smooth, and
genuine

2Xour favorite non-basketball
hobby? Sleeping

3.Do you have any pats?
Three cats

4, If you could be any animal,
what would you be and why?

| would be a jaguar because
it's a big cat, but they don't
get the most love, and they're
under the radar. Otherwise, I'd
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be a flamingo because they
standout without trying

5. What is your perfect candle
(scent)? Lavender with a little
bit of cak

6. Do you have any travel
hacks /tips you swear by?
Yes, always bring a blanket or
pillow with you

7. Window or aisle seat?
Window seat

8. What do you wear when
you're traveling? A sweatsuit

ROXY PAINE
GRAFT, 2008-2008

HATIOMAL GALLEY OF ART
SCULPTURE GARDEM



9. What are three things you
never travel without? A laptop,
UMD cards, and the Bible

10. Dream country to visit?
New Zealand

11. Style icon? Adam Sandler
12. Do you have a secret
talent? Mope, no secret talents
13. Most adventurous thing
you've done in your life. | went
ziplining once

14. Clothing itemn everyone
should have? A hoodie

15. City or suburbs? Suburbs
16. The person you call when
you need advice? | pray to the
Lord

17. Best way to decompress?

| take a walk

18. What's your favorite color?
Pastel blue

19. Least favorite color?
Burgundy

20. Coffee or tea? Tea,
particularly Earl Grey tea

21. If you were stuck on an
izgland and had to choose one
food that you could eat without
getting tired of it, what would
it be? Chocolate chip cookies
22. Favorite NBA city (that's
not D.C.) Portland

23. What song can you listen
to on repeat? Anything by
BabyTron

24. Favorite current song?
“It's Us" by Babyfxce E

25. What's a cause that's
important to you?

The environment

26. Sweet or savory? Sweet
27. What's one thing people
don't know about you? |'ve
never solved a Rubik's Cube
28. What's your favorite card
or board game? UNO

29, How do you start your day?
| wake up and then | go to the
bathroom

30. Which NBA player do you
think has the best style? Why?
Anthony Gill. It's very basic and
he doesn't do too much

31. If you could switch lives
with one person for a day, who
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would it be? The prime minister
of England

32. Besides your phone or wal-
let, what is an item you always
bring with you? My laptop

33. What's a talent you wish
you had? | wish | could bounce,
just have stupid bounce

34. What Olympic sport (Winter
or Summer) would you want to
compete in? Bobsledding

35. Favorite snack?

Chocolate chip cookies

36. What makes the perfect
chocolate chip cookie? |t must
have the perfect texture — crispy
on the cutside and soft on the

inzide. It can't be too soft though;
| don't want it falling apart

37. What's your favorite movie
from the last year?

Deadpool & Wolverine

38. What's your favorite
fast-food order? A Chick-fil-A
sandwich

39. What do you usually eat for
breakfast? Oatmeal

40. How did you start playing
basketball? My mom wanted
me to get out of the house

41. Three words to describe
living in D.C. Activities, culture,
and seasonal

42. What's your guilty pleasura?

ROXY PAINE
GRAFT, 2008-2009

HATIONAL GALLEY OF ART
SCULPTURE GARDEN

Chocolate chip cookies

43. Do you play any musi-

cal instruments, if not which
instrument do you wish you
could play? Mo, but I'd want to
learn how to play the triangle
44, Winter or summer? Summer
45. Would you consider yourself
an introvert or extrovert?
Ambivert, I'm right in the middle



JORDAN POOLE

46. Favorite type of juice?
Martinelli's apple juice

47. Start, Bench, Cut - pancakes,
waffles, and french toast.

Start pancakes, bench waffles,
and cut french toast

48. What's your favorite time
of day? 6:00 p.m. In the fall it's
when the sun starts to set

49, Biggest strength? My ability
to sleep

50. Text or phone call? Neither
51. Favorite gquote? Slow iz
smooth, smooth is fast

52. Something that makes you
smile? My cats

53. Favorite childhood
cartoon? Rick and Morty

54. All-time favorite musical
artist? Grover Washington, Jr.
55. What's your ideal vacation?
My house

56. Color you wear the most
often? Black

57. Do you like surprises? Last
time someone surprised you?
No, | don't like surprises, and
never

58. Best concert you've been
to? Khalid

59. A hobby you have that most
people wouldn't know about.

| take walks

60. Favorite sport to watch?
Volleyball

61. Name three people, dead or
alive, you'd like to have dinner
with. Jesus, Barack Obama,
and Denzel Washington

62. Favorite outdoor activity?
Walking

63. You're stranded on a desert
island, which teammate would
you bring with you? Either Bilal
[Coulibaly] or AG [Anthony Gill]
64. Where is your favorite
place to be? My bed

65. What is your favorite genre
of musie? Indie

66. What is one thing on your
bucket list? To buy everybody
in the bar a drink

67. What is your biggest
achievement? Making it to 25 -
| don't take it for granted that |
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see a birthday each year

GB. What is your favorite
tattoo that you have? My Jackie
Robinson tattoo

69. One thing you always have
in your refrigerator. Milk

T0. Do you cook? No, not yet
71. Who was your role model
growing up? Why? | never really
had cne

72. What does your ideal day
off look like? | wake up from

a really long sleep, probably
around 12:00 p.m. I'll eat, play
a game for a little bit or watch
a movie. I'll then take a walk,
take a nap, and probably chill
some more before going back
to sleep

73. Favorite fruit? Strawberries
T4. Favorite player to play
against? Jaren Jackson Jr.

75. Glasses or contacts?
Glaszes

TE. At what age did you

realize you could play
professionally? My senior year
of high =chool

77. Alanguage you want to
learn? French

78. Advice you'd give the
rookies? Keep going

79. Most memorable career
game? Game 6 of the 2022
MBA Finals

B0. Any pregame rituals or
superstitions? | always get

a pregame nag in

B1. Biggest pet peave?
Screamers

B2. Last year, you designed a
jacket with local D.C. designer
Chris Pyrate. Who is your dream
designer to collaborate with?
My dream collaboration would
be with Aimé Leon Dore

B3. What's one thing that you
would love to master? Silence
B84. Online or in-person
shopping? Online

B85. Go-to pizza order? Sausage
and peppercni

B6. Favorite Wizard jersey
this season? The white one

is my favorite

B7. Biggest fear? Spiders

BB. This past summer held a
basketball camp in partnership
with Jr. Wizards and held a
back-to-school giveaway in

Southeast D.C. Why was it
important for you to immerse
yourself in the D.C. community?
To give the youth hope

89. Motto you live by?

It's already written

90. Apple juice or orange juice?
Apple juice

91. Favorite book? Discipline
Is Destiny: The Power of
Self-Control by Ryan Holiday
92. Were you named after
someone, if not how did your
parents decide on your name?
I'm named after my mom’s
maiden name

93. What was the first
basketball jersey you owned?
An Allen verson jersey

94, What is your favorite ice
cream flavor? | rarely have ice
cream - maybe once or twice
ayear. If | do, it's probably
strawberry

LOWISE BOURGEDIS
SPIDER, 1996, CAST 1987
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You designed a hat that was
given out as a Wizards give-
away. Tell me a little bit about
the hat and the design process
behind it. The hat i

and | think it looks really

| tried to include elemeants o

it that remind me of home and
things that are important to me.

How would you describe your
style? Are there specific pieces

or brands that you gravitate
towards? | like being comfort-
able in general, especially as a
s, you don't
on for clothes to
fit properly, but | really like my
clothes to fit, whether it's my
pants or whatever |'m wearing.

Have you always had an
interest in fashion? At what
age did your interest blossom?
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Kind of recently, probably two
or three years ago. I'm now
starting to look more into
clothing in general and trying
to look proper.

How has your personal style
evolved over the years and
have any factors influenced
how you dress today? | feel

like over the years, |'ve evolved
by wearing different types of
clothing. | used to wear only
tracksuits, Nike Techs, stuff like
that. I've now evolved

a little bit.

You signed a partnership with
Versace recently. Was being
involved in faghion something
you always wanted to get into?
Yes, |'ve kind of always wanted
to work with a brand, and

have a few outfits by them, so
| was really happy about it.

The lines of sport, fashion, and
culture have blurred, and the
arena tunnel has now become
an athlete's runway. How
would you describe your game
day style, and does it change
from home to away? It doesn't
change from home to away.

| would describe it as comfy.

| wear things | feel comfortable
in mostly.

Being 7'2", what are some of
the challenges of finding
clothes? Do you work with a
stylist and how often do you

have to have clothes custom
made? it depends, it's more

of a challenge to find shoes.
Clothes are pretty easy, honestly.
So, it all depends. | cant show
up just anywhere, but online

| can find almaost everything.

|5 there anyone's style that
you emulate, or you model
your style off of 7 Mot really.
A lot of the guys on the team
dress well, so0 sometimes |
might look at what they have
on and try to steal it.

Morning @ East Coast @ 'Window Seat
@ Evening West Coast Aisle Seat
@ Summer Text Fassenger
Winter @ Fhone Ca @ Criver
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Do you have a favorite fashion
trend or style that you really
like? Is there a fashion trend
that fans will never see you in?
| like: bagagy jeans, but at the
same time | like fitted jeans
too. Yeah, | don't know if
there's something fans won't
see me in. | might try a lot of
different things.

Is there a specific go-to item

in your closet or a type of
clothing that holds sentimental
value to you? Cardigans hold

Cats Introvert
@ Dogs @ Extrovert
@ City Fancakes

Suburbs @ 'Watfles

HATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
WEST BUILDING - WEST
GARDEM COURT

sentimental value to me
because my grandma liked
cardigans a lot, s0 | mess
with cardigans.

As an NBA player you spend
a lot of time on the road. Is
there something you always
bring with you? | travel with
my pillow everywhere.

Orange Juice
@ Apple Juice

@ Siill Water

Sparkling Water
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Thanksgiving
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Christmas

SADDIQ
BEY
Christmas

MALCOLM
EROGDON
Christmas

JARED -
BUTLER
Easter

BEUB
CARRINGTON
Christmas

JUSTIN
CHAMPAGNIE
Christmas

BILAL
COULIBALY
Summer

JOHNNY
DAVIS
Valentine's Day

HOLIDAY

KYSHAWN
GEORGE
Summer

ANTHONY
GILL
Christmas

RICHAUN
HOLMES
Christmas

COREY
KISPERT
Fourth of July

KYLE
KUZMA
Christmas

JORDAN
POOLE
Christmas

ALEX
SARR
Summer

JONAS
VALANCIONAS

Summer

TRISTAN
VUKCEVIC
Thanksgiving




|

photographed b)f KENNY GIARLA

PHOTOGRAPHED ON THE STEPS OF THE WEST
BUILDIMG AT THE NATIOMAL GALLERY OF ART
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JONAS VALANCIUNAS

Morning @ East Coast Window Seat Cats Introvert & Cran Wiz
@ Evening @ '\West Coast @ Aisle Seat @ Dogs @ Extrovert Apple Juice
@ Summer Text FPassenger 8 City Fancakes Still Water
Winter @ Fhone Ca @ Criver @ Suburbs @ Waffles @ Sparkling Water
What activities do you who have given me advice.
enjoy during your free time? People who led by example

Photograpghed in front of the National
Gallery of Art East Building

1386

I'm a nature kid. | like nature
and | like exploring things. | also
like food and trying different
cuisines. Just trying different
stuff in general. Life is too
short not to explore.

What are some essentials you
bring on the road with you and
why? I'm easygoing, I'm not a
high-maintenance guy. | bring
some clothes, my vitaming,
and my laptop. | will also bring
a charger, which is the most
essential.

When did you start playing
basketball and how much NBA
were you able to watch grow-
ing up? | did not watch a lot

of NBA games when | was
growing up because of the time
difference. | started to play
bazketball when | was eight or
nine years old.

Ag a vet in this league what's
the best piece of advice you'd
give your rookie teammates?
What is the best advice you
received as a rookie? Well, you
have to know what you want
to do with your life. You're in
control of your life. Today's
rookies are talented and highly
paid, but they still need to stay
humble, work hard, and be
goal-orientated if they want to
achieve their goals.

The best piece of advice | was
given as a rookie is hard, I've
been arcund so many people

was something that stood out
to me. | had some good veteran
players around me who led me
the right way.

Do you have any game day
ritwals? | don't have any game
day rituals, but | do everything
the same. Everything has

to be the same - same timing,
same order. So that's my
routineg. Maybe you can call

it superstition. If something
goes differently, | freak out.

If you could describe your ideal
day off, what would it look like?
I'd start by having an easy-going
miorning with the kids. We'd
have a good breakfast, and
then, maybe some fun activities.
| would have a "cheat meal®
lunch, and a nice dinner with
iy wifie.

What are some things you like
to do with your kids? | do a lot
of the activities my kids like to
do. They enjoy playing video
games and card,/board games.
They also like playing ocutside.
50, | engage in some of their
favorite activities to have qual-
ity time with them.

What are some things you are
looking forward to exploring
around D.C.? There's a lot of
museums, a lot of history, and
a lot of nightlife. It's a big,
multicultural city. I'm enjoying
my time in D.C. 30 far.
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Who's been the most
influential person in your life?
Definitely my parents. They
are the people | go to when

need advice and just the way
they raised ma.

What are some essentials you
bring on the road with you and
why? My phone, so | can talk
to my family. | also bring my
PlayStation because |'ve got
to play video games and it's
away to stay connected to my
friends.

What do you enjoy doing

around Washington, D.C.7
enjoy trying different

restaurants around the city.
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Your favorite non-basketball
hobby? How long have you had
this hobby? | love to play video
games. Call of Duty is my
favorite game to play - I've
played it for over 10 years.

When did you get into video
games? | started playing video
games when | was very young.
| remember playing Nintendo
when | was a kid, and then
the PSPs, the PlayStations.

I'm a big fan.

Do you have any game day
rituals? | have the same
breakfast and same lunch for
every game. For breakfast

| have scrambled eggs and
french toast, and then for
lunch, | always have chicken
pasta with red sauce.

Your ideal day off? | definitely
try to sleep in as much as | can.
| will then wake up, try to eat
good meals throughout the day,
and play video games. | might
go out and grab a nice dinner.

What's a prized possession and
why? My kitten, Apollo. She's
10 weeks old. JP [Jordan Poaole]
convinced me to get a cat.

@& East Coast @ 'Window Seat @ Cats Introvert
Wiest Coast Aisle Seat Dogs @ Extrovert

@ Text Passenger City @ Fancakes
Phone Call @ Criver @ Suburbs Waftfles

Growing up abroad, what are
some things you miss about
home during the season?

My family and my friends.
Growing up in Athens, Greece,
and Belgrade, Serbia, it's very
far away from D.C. Being

far away from my family and
friends and the time difference
has been a big change.

When did you start playing
basketball and how much

NBA were you able to watch
growing up? | was always into
basketball because my dad
played professional basketball.
5o, since | was born, | was go-
ing to his games. | think for my
second birthday, | got a little
hoop. My mom has videos of it.
| wasn't able to watch many
NEA games on a regular basis
because the time difference is
=0 big. | remember | watched
Christmas Day games because
they were on earlier in the

day and | would also wake up
at 3-4 a.m. to watch the NBA
Finals.

If you weren't a basketball
player, what would you ba?
I'd be a gaming streamer or
a comedian.

Orange Juice
& Apple Juice

Still Water
@ Sparkling Water



MARVIN
BAGLEY 1l
Cheesecake
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Sorbet
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pudding

JARED
BUTLER
Cheesecake

BUE
CARRINGTON
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JUSTIN
CHAMPAGNIE
Cheesecake

BILAL
COULIBALY
Fondant
au chocolat

JOHNNY
DAVIS
Chocolate
cake

DESSERT

KYSHAWN
GEORGE
My grandma's
banana cake

ANTHONY
GILL
Chocolate chip cookies

RICHAUN
HOLMES
Oatmeal
raisin cookies

COREY
KISPERT
My mom's
strawberry roll pie

KYLE
KUZMA
Tiramisu

JORDAN
POOLE

Chocolate chip cookies

ALEX
SARR
Key lime pie

JONAS
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Lazy cake

TRISTAN
VUKCEVIC
Creéme brilée
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