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VISION
USE THE POWER OF BASKETBALL TO 

UNITE, ENTERTAIN, AND BE IMPACTFUL

MISSION
WIN BY CREATING MEMORABLE AND 

POSITIVE EXPERIENCES

VALUES
TEAM FIRST

CHARACTER & ACCOUNTABILITY

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

COMMUNITY COMMITMENT

FAN COMMITMENT

FRANCHISE FORWARD



3P I S T O N S  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y 

THE DETROIT PISTONS: 
DRIVING CHANGE THROUGH 
COMMUNITY

At the Detroit Pistons, our vision is clear: Use the Power of Basketball to Unite, Entertain, and 
Be Impactful.

Everything we do in the community is driven by this mission—spreading joy, opportunity, and 
connection through the sport we love to as many people as possible across Detroit and the 
metro area.

When Tom Gores became owner in 2011, he made a promise to treat the Pistons as more than 
a team—we would be a community asset. Since returning to the city in 2017, we’ve embraced 

that mission through transformative efforts like a $2.5 million renovation of 60 local basketball courts and the creation of the Pistons 
Neighbors Program—a summer initiative that brings free programming and fun to local parks from July through September.

Our commitment extends through other long-standing partnerships with organizations like PeacePlayers Detroit, Boys and Girls Club of 
Southeast Michigan, City Year Detroit, SAY Detroit, Vision To Learn, and many others. 

This goes beyond basketball. This is Detroit, united through the game. Together we create opportunities and activate around our three 
core pillars: Social Responsibility, Education & Mentoring, and Health & Fitness.

We’re proud of the impact we’ve made—and the numbers tell a powerful story:

•	 Over 100,000 individuals reached through our events
•	 More than 45,000 game tickets distributed through community and charity programs
•	 $111,750 in scholarships awarded to students
•	 8,000+ basketballs distributed
•	 150+ schools and organizations supported through in-kind donations and volunteerism
•	 4,300+ volunteer hours logged by Pistons employees

Our 2024–25 Community Impact Report captures the heart of these efforts. It offers a dynamic look back at key partnerships, 
milestone events, and shared achievements that underscore the impact of collaboration and community engagement. Moreover, it’s a 
celebration of culture, connection, and the powerful role basketball plays in uniting our city.

Together, we’re not just making plays—we’re making progress. And when we move as one, there’s no limit to what Detroit can achieve.

Warm regards,
Melanie Harris
President, Business Operations
Detroit Pistons
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2024-25 BY THE NUMBERS

100,000+
individuals impacted

8,000+
basketballs distributed

4,300+
volunteer hours

logged by employees

$111,750+
in scholarships awarded at Black

Excellence Scholarship Competition

45,000+
tickets distributed through

Community and Charity Ticket Programs

150+
schools and nonprofit organizations supported 

through in-kind donations and volunteerism
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SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY
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CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

PISTONSLAND:
WHAT UP D.O.E.

GET IN THE GAME.
VOTE.

The Detroit Pistons, Detroit City Clerk and the Detroit Department 
of Elections joined forces with Rock the Vote and Detroit Votes to 
host ‘Pistonsland: What Up D.O.E.’ in Downtown Detroit. Pistonsland, 
headlined by GRAMMY Award-winning rapper Lil Baby, was a free outdoor 
concert and festival for Detroiters to celebrate their team, culture, 
music, and the tip-off of early voting in Detroit.

Vice Chairman Arn Tellem, Business Operations President Melanie 
Harris, Head Coach J.B. Bickerstaff, and Front Office Associate Dwane 
Casey visited Detroit voting locations to surprise election workers with 
breakfast, lunch, and much more as a thank you for their civic dedication. 

For the fifth straight year, the Detroit Pistons turned their headquarters 
into an Election Day Receiving Board in support of Detroit City Clerk’s Office.

5,000+
attendees

1,500+
tickets distributed to
election volunteers
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SEASON OF GIVING
PRESENTED BY KROGER
To tip off the Season of Giving presented by Kroger, and in collaboration with Henry Ford Health and Michigan State University, the Detroit Pistons 
hosted a holiday experience inside the Henry Ford Detroit Pistons Performance Center to serve metro Detroiters. Pistons players, coaches, employees, 
and season ticket holders distributed non-perishables and other goods provided by Feed the Children, as well as frozen turkeys sourced from Kroger. 
Participating families also received giveaways provided by Pistons partners United Dairy Industry of Michigan (UDIM), StockX, and Delta Dental. 
Tobias Harris and Tim Hardaway Jr. each contributed financially to cover a portion of the costs for the turkeys and Feed the Children items.

800
food and essentials 
boxes distributed
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HOOPS FOR 
TROOPS
The Detroit Pistons celebrate and support military members 
through a series of impactful events and partnerships 
throughout the season. In partnership with United Dairy 
Industry of Michigan and Soldiers’ Angels, the Pistons 
launched a food pantry to combat food insecurity among 
veterans. Throughout the season, the team spotlighted 
service members through their Hero of the Game 
recognition, reinforcing their ongoing commitment to 
honoring those who serve.

During the 2024–2025 season, the Detroit Pistons deepened their 
commitment to honoring local heroes through a series of impactful 
First Responders initiatives. In addition to offering discounted tickets 
for select games to law enforcement, firefighters, and EMTs, the team 
partnered with BELFOR to renovate Detroit Fire Department Ladder 7 
and Lincoln Park Fire Station. The events unveiled revitalized office 
and communal spaces featuring new furniture and co-branded Pistons 
wall graphics, creating a more functional and uplifting environment 
for frontline responders. These efforts were complemented by in-game 
recognitions and community engagement, reinforcing the Pistons 
dedication to those who serve and protect the city.

FIREHOUSE
RENOVATIONS
PRESENTED BY BELFOR

100
transformative winter coats 
for homeless veterans with 

the Empowerment Plan

1,000+
Hoops for Troops game

tickets donated

75
military care packages
sent overseas with the 

Stronger Warrior Foundation
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PISTONS FOR PEACE

PRIDE GAME
PRESENTED BY ALLEGIANT AIR

GIRLS DREAM BIG SUMMIT
PRESENTED BY ALLY

Pistons launched a six-week initiative with PeacePlayers Detroit 
to bring together metro-Detroit youth and Detroit Police Officers to 
promote peace, non-violence, and mutual understanding.

To celebrate and support the LGBTQ community, the 
Detroit Pistons, in partnership with Allegiant Air,
hosted the annual Pride Night game.

As part of the 7th annual Girls Dream Big event, 
the Detroit Pistons, in partnership with Ally, 
welcomed 100 high school girls for a day of 
networking, financial literacy, vision board 
creation, and a panel discussion.



12 P I S T O N S  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y 

EDUCATION &
MENTORING
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BLACK EXCELLENCE 
SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION
Pistons Legend Rick Mahorn welcomed Detroit high school seniors to take part in the 20th Annual Black 
Excellence Scholarship Competition, celebrating two decades of empowering youth through education 
and creativity. The competition featured a poetry component and a poster contest. Partner support was 
provided by Priority Health, Milk Means More, Children’s Foundation, Huntington Bank, Stackwell, and 
Oakland University.

$111,750+
in scholarships awarded in 
2024-25

$1M
in scholarships 
distributed since 
competition’s inception
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STEAM SLAM

The 2025 Math Hoops season brought together students from across Detroit and Cleveland for two dynamic events that blended academic rigor with 
NBA excitement. The Mini Tournament, held at Michigan First Credit Union, featured head-to-head matchups between Detroit and Cleveland teams, 
culminating in prizes and a Pistons vs. Cavaliers game experience for all participants. The Regional Tournament at the Henry Ford Detroit Pistons 
Performance Center showcased top-performing Math Hoops teams from the Detroit region competing in a bracket-style tournament.
Both events, presented in partnership with Learn Fresh and Michigan First Credit Union, celebrated student achievement, teamwork, and the power 
of math in motion. 

The 2025 STEAM Slam, a collaboration with CODE313, 
welcomed students across the Detroit area for a 
two-day hands-on exploration in science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and mathematics. The event featured 
interactive workshops designed to spark curiosity and 
inspire future innovators.

4,000+
students participated 
in Math Hoops across 
Southeast Michigan

students 
attended5,600+

20+ interactive
STEAM workshops

MATH HOOPS
PRESENTED BY MICHIGAN FIRST CREDIT UNION
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BARBERSHOP 
BOOKS

“I CAN WORK IN 
SPORTS”

The Detroit Pistons Foundation, in partnership with Brilliant Detroit, 
proudly launched the award-winning early literacy initiative,  
Barbershop Books, across 10 Detroit barbershops. Designed to foster a 
love of reading among young boys, the program transforms barbershops 
into child-friendly reading spaces and equips barbers with early literacy 
training. The launch event featured 100 free youth haircuts, Pistons 
Entertainment including Hooper and the Pistons Dancers, a live DJ,
and a special book signing by child author George Latham IV.
This community celebration marked the beginning of a powerful 
collaboration to uplift literacy and learning in Detroit neighborhoods.

The I Can Work in Sports collaboration is an initiative between the 
Detroit Pistons and 10-year-old author George Latham IV, designed to 
inspire youth by showcasing diverse career paths within professional 
sports beyond being an athlete. Developed through job shadowing and 
interviews with Pistons staff, the project culminated in a children’s book 
that highlights roles in the sports industry.
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BEYOND THE 
BASELINE

PISTONS YOUTH 
COUNCIL

Beyond the Baseline provides Detroit high school students from Horizons Upward Bound (HUB) 
exposure to careers in sports through education and mentorship. They completed a sports 
management course at HUB, participated in educational sessions at the Henry Ford Detroit Pistons 
Performance Center, and received mentoring from employees to gain industry insights.

The Detroit Pistons Youth Council is designed to develop young leaders from 
metro Detroit. Through monthly meetings, members gain hands-on experience in 
the sports industry, plan team bonding activities, and organize local events. The 
program fosters personal and professional growth by connecting students with 
community leaders and industry professionals. 
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HEALTH &
FITNESS
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BASKETBALL FOR ALL
The Detroit Pistons’ Basketball for All initiative exemplifies the organization’s commitment 
to equity, inclusion, and community empowerment through sport. The initiative has donated 
over 70,000 basketballs to Detroit youth and completed a six-year, $2.5 million renovation 
of 60 basketball courts across the city, creating safe and accessible spaces for play and 
development. Events such as Basketball for All Night at Little Caesars Arena further celebrate 
inclusivity by spotlighting community partners and adaptive sports teams like the Detroit 
Wheelchair Pistons. Through these efforts, the Pistons continue to use basketball as a vehicle 
for social impact, fostering a culture of belonging and opportunity for all Detroiters.

In collaboration with former Piston Tony 
Snell, the Detroit Pistons hosted a Court 
of Dreams presented by Acrisure as part of 
the Basketball for All program for metro 
Detroiters with Autism. The clinic included 
various fitness activities, such as basketball 
drills, games, and more.

TONY SNELL 
COURT OF 
DREAMS

70K
basketballs donated 
to Detroit youth

60
basketball courts renovated
across Detroit in a six-year, 
$2.5 million project
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NEIGHBORS 
PROGRAM
The 2024 Pistons Neighbors Program brought energy to Detroit’s parks 
with free, family-friendly programming across 12 sites from June to 
August. Powered by the Detroit Pistons Foundation and community 
partners Come Play Detroit and the Detroit Parks Coalition, the initiative 
featured drop-in activities ranging from sports clinics and dance classes 
to visual arts and fresh produce stands. Two standout events anchored 
the summer: the Neighbors Tennis Tournament, held at Palmer Park 
in partnership with the USTA, welcomed over 100 youth from across 
the city for a day of spirited competition and community celebration. 
Meanwhile, the 3v3 Basketball Tournament presented by Delta Dental, 
hosted in collaboration with the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy as 
part of the “Good Moves, Good Grooves” weekend, drew more than 200 
young athletes and their families to the Detroit riverfront for a dynamic 
showcase of hoops and hometown pride.
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PISTONS FIT
PRESENTED BY HENRY FORD HEALTH

PEDAL WITH THE 
PISTONS

READY, SET, 
COOK!

As part of the Pistons Fit initiative presented by Henry Ford Health, 
the Detroit Pistons teamed up with RiDetroit to host “Pedal with 
the Pistons,” a free community cycling event that energized the 
streets of Detroit. Led by Jason Hall, the event featured a one-
of-a-kind scavenger hunt that guided participants through iconic 
neighborhoods and landmarks across the city. The event blended 
fitness, fun, and friendly competition into a memorable celebration of 
Detroit’s vibrant culture and commitment to healthy living.

During the READY, SET, COOK! competition, Pistons legends Lindsey 
Hunter and Grant Long captained teams of participants from Henry 
Ford SandCastles, a program offering grief support to children, teens, 
and families who have experienced the death of a loved one.
The youth collaborated with their captains and chefs to prepare 
dishes. A special guest panel sampled and judged the creations to 
determine the winning team.
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BREAST HEALTH
AWARENESS

MENTAL HEALTH
AWARENESS

The Detroit Pistons hosted their annual Breast Health Awareness Game at Little 
Caesars Arena, transforming the evening into a powerful tribute to breast cancer 
survivors and a platform for education and advocacy. In partnership with Henry Ford 
Health, the event featured heartfelt moments including a halftime recognition of 
survivors and community group participation from organizations like The Pink Fund, 
Operation Breast Density, Susan G. Komen, and the American Cancer Society.

The Detroit Pistons, Henry Ford Health, and Headversity hosted a Mental Health 
Awareness Night with support from MTVE and Active Minds. The night included 
a meditation session led by Citizen’s Yoga, discussions and interactive breakout 
sessions with experts and Pistons Legend Grant Long focused on youth mental wellness.
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This is “Detroit Basketball” at its best. For 
boys and girls of all skill levels, Pistons 
Academy camps are designed to teach kids 
how to be a champion both on and off the 
basketball court. In addition to becoming 
a better basketball player, campers enjoy 
guest appearances from current and/or 
former Pistons players, a high-flying dunk 
performance by the Pistons Extreme Team, 
and a spectacular awards ceremony on the 
final day of camp. Our one-of-a kind coaching 
staff delivers an experience that only the 
Detroit Pistons can provide! 

Our Pistons Leagues offer a division for 
every player (Grades 3-12) and are designed 
for the intermediate to advanced player. 
These leagues are directed by seasoned 
professionals who understand what makes 
a league enjoyable for players and parents 
alike. Players enjoy warm-up music, in-game 
announcements, and recaps posted on our 
website. The season ends with a
post-season tournament!

Pistons Academy offers a one-of-a-kind 
celebration at the conclusion of the Winter 
league session. The “Academy Awards” show 
takes place at the Wayne State Fieldhouse 
during a Motor City Cruise, G League 
basketball game. Families enjoy a night of 
great basketball action while also celebrating 
the accomplishments of players within the 
Pistons Academy league.

Pistons Academy is dedicated to 
delivering impactful and memorable 
experiences both on and off the 
basketball court. By offering a diverse 
range of camps, clinics, leagues, and 
school assemblies, we aim to ignite a 
passion for the game of basketball and 
foster a deep connection with the Detroit 
Pistons at the grassroots level. Our 
programs not only generate sustainable 
revenue but also provide resources 
and opportunities to underserved 
communities across the region.

MISSION
STATEMENT

2,400
participants

400
participants

14
camps visited
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JAM SESSIONS &
HOLIDAY CLINICS
Pistons Academy Clinics offer basketball instruction for youth in Grades 2-12. Clinics are designed for 
everyone from beginner to advanced players. These sessions are directed by experienced professional 
instructors who understand what makes each jam session fun, impactful, constructive, memorable 
and a positive experience. Campers will enjoy skill development drills, games, competitions and 
special appearances from The Detroit Pistons entertainment squads. Most Clinics include special 
giveaways and two tickets to a Pistons home game.

ADDITIONAL ACADEMY CLINICS
Scouts Clinic, Members Clinic, Neighbors Program, Parks and Rec. Clinic

Pistons Academy host various assemblies across the 
state of Michigan. Assemblies consist of not only making 
students aware of what Pistons Academy embodies, but to 
also motivate students to achieve their ambitions in their 
life. Pistons Academy speaks on the importance of making 
the right decisions in life. Selected teachers and students 
are able to participate in the assembly with quick com-
petitive games in front of their peers creating an overall 
engaging environment. Students leave out with a sense of 
ambition and excitement.

60
additional clinics

800
participants in Jam Sessions &

Holiday Clinics

400
participants in

additional clinics

SCHOOL
ASSEMBLIES
PRESENTED BY 

BLUE CROSS 
BLUE SHIELD 
OF MICHIGAN

24,000
participants
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TEAM
INITIATIVES
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TOBIAS HARRIS FAMILY FOUNDATION
The Tobias Harris Family Foundation (THFF) made a powerful return to Detroit, spearheading community-centered initiatives that uplift and celebrate 
underserved populations. A standout event, “The Power of She,” honored 30 single mothers—nominated by their children—with a game-day 
experience, exclusive meet-and-greet, and curated gift boxes featuring spa treatments and essentials. THFF also contributed $5,000 to the Pistons 
Give Back event, helping distribute food and essentials to Detroit families. These efforts reflect THFF’s deep commitment to equity, empowerment, 
and sustained community engagement across Detroit and beyond.
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As a personal initiative, Paul Reed adopted deserving families for the holiday season and purchased gifts as a part of a Mariners Inn Holiday Experience.

PAUL REED
SURPRISE & DELIGHT
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RON HOLLAND

OPERATION WARM 
COAT GIVEAWAY AT 
CASS COMMUNITY 
SOCIAL SERVICES

PISTONS ACADEMY 
CAMP AT HILLSIDE 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Ron Holland’s community engagement efforts with the Detroit Pistons have been both dynamic and deeply personal, reflecting his commitment to 
youth empowerment, health, and local impact. 

Ron donated $25,000 to support a holiday shopping event where 
families could select gifts and winter coats for their children.
He participated in a meet-and-greet, and distributed Pistons swag.

Ron coached and engaged with kids during a summer basketball 
camp, participating in Q&A sessions, drills, and a camp-wide 
All-Star game.
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Former Piston Tim Hardaway Jr. teamed up with Wish Upon a Teen to provide children at Henry Ford St. John Hospital with a room makeover. Design 
My Room® is an exclusive Wish Upon a Teen program for teenagers facing extended hospitalization due to life-threatening illness or serious injury.

TIM HARDAWAY JR.
WISH UPON A TEEN
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COACHES VISIT DAVISON ELEMENTARY

KROGER SURPRISE & DELIGHT

The entire Detroit Pistons and Motor City Cruise coaching staff joined Athletes for Charity at a back-to-school event to distribute schools supplies to 
students at Davison Elementary. Athletes for Charity is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to serve as a charitable initiative dedicated towards 
encouraging the giving of time, financial resources, and information to improve the collective lives of disadvantaged youth.

As part of Season of Giving presented by Kroger, Pistons players Jalen Duren, Simone Fontecchio, Marcus Sasser and Wendell Moore Jr. visited a 
local Kroger to shop with families and purchase groceries for the holiday while leaving them with additional gift cards to use towards groceries in the 
new year.
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J.B. BICKERSTAFF

DWANE CASEY

Coach J.B. Bickerstaff deepened his commitment to community impact through a series of meaningful contributions and engagements. He made a 
$17,500 donation to the American Red Cross in support of California wildfire relief. In addition, he contributed to The Heat and Warmth Fund (THAW) 
to support Detroit families maintaining utility services.

Dwane Casey and his family hosted scholars from the Pure Heart Foundation for the Pistons Love Pure Hearts event. Scholars participated in 
activities such as t-shirt printing, building flower bouquets, and making chocolate-covered desserts. After practice, they had the chance to meet 
players and coaches, take photos, shoot around on the court, and receive special gifts from the Detroit Pistons and Casey family.
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PISTONS TICKET PROGRAM
The 2024–25 season saw the Pistons Ticket Program continue its impactful legacy of connecting players and basketball staff with the community 
through the gift of game-day experiences. This initiative served as a vital bridge between Pistons athletes and Detroit residents, enabling meaningful 
fan engagement and access to live NBA action.

Throughout the season, a total of 2,450 tickets were donated by a dedicated group of participants including Tobias Harris, Tim Hardaway Jr., Isaiah 
Stewart, J.B. Bickerstaff, Luke Walton, Trajan Langdon, and Michael “Magic” Blackstone. These contributions allowed youth groups, families, and 
community partners to enjoy unforgettable moments at Little Caesars Arena.
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TOM GORES
INITIATIVES
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TOYS FOR TOTS

VOICES FOR 
CHILDREN

Thanks to a generous contribution from Detroit Pistons owner Tom Gores, more than 
10,000 toys, bicycles, scooters and headphones were distributed to families in Detroit, 
Flint and surrounding neighborhoods over the holiday season through the Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots Program. Mr. Gores also supported The Salvation Army Downriver 
Corps with an additional $25,000 donation.

Thanks to the generosity of Tom and Holly Gores, the Detroit Pistons hosted 115 children for a holiday 
pizza party at Voices for Children in Flint, MI. The pizza party consisted of appearances by Hooper, 
Pistons Dancers, Santa Claus, as well as a gift distribution for the children in attendance. Voices 
for Children Advocacy Center works to intervene the alarming number of children who are victims of 
abuse by educating, empowering, and enlightening the community, school-aged children, and parents 
about prevention factors.

10,000+
toys distributed
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BE IMPACTFUL 
NIGHTS

The Be Impactful “Flint Night” initiative is a signature community engagement program 
led by the Gores Family Foundation. Designed to celebrate and uplift youth and community 
organizations, particularly in Flint, Michigan. It includes an immersive game-day experience, 
suite access, food, t-shirts, and in-game recognition. This season, Shelter of Flint, Westwood 
Heights – McMonagle Afterschool, Jackson Park Youth, A Kid Again, and Big Brother Big Sisters 
were honored through this platform to highlight their impact.
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THE DETROIT PIS-
TONS FOUNDATION
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The Detroit Pistons Foundation is committed to making a lasting impact in the Detroit community by supporting established 
organizations in Metro Detroit that share our values and goals. Through strategic partnerships and targeted funding with local 
organizations, the Foundation has a meaningful impact in four key areas: education and mentoring, health and fitness, and 
youth leadership and development.

PISTONS ASSIST
Pistons Assist allows individuals to round up their concession stand purchases at 
Pistons home games, contributing to the Detroit Pistons Foundation and supporting 
our community. This initiative helps make a positive impact on the lives of those in need.

$24,597
raised

www.Pistons.com/Foundation
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50/50 PAYDAY

FUNDRAISING

At select home games, one fan wins 50% of the Payday jackpot for that night with the remaining proceeds going to the Detroit Pistons Foundation 
and local nonprofit organizations. Benefitting groups:

The Detroit Pistons Foundation awarded $65,000 in grants to neighborhood organizations to support community programming, activities, and youth 
empowerment sessions throughout the summer. Grant recipients:

•	 A Kid Again
•	 American Cancer Society
•	 Detroit PAL
•	 Game On Cancer

•	 Brothers of Kelly Park
•	 Healing Not Hurting Detroit
•	 Aviation Sub Neighborhood

•	 Gamma Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity
•	 McKinney Foundation
•	 Michigan Outlawz
•	 Michigan Urban Youth Alliance

•	 Redford Seahawks
•	 Reimagine Life
•	 United Force 
•	 United Service Organization

•	 Friends of Rouge Park
•	 O’Hair Park Community Association
•	 Detroit Parks Coalition

$3,940
raised from Big Sean

bobblehead night

$24,381
raised from

Pistons Auction

$20,496
raised from

license plates
(‘24-25 season)

$14,390
raised from

in-arena messaging
(‘24-25 season)

The Detroit Pistons Foundation gave a $5000 grant to Wayne State University’s Department 
of Anthropology to recognize students’ civic engagement, social activism, community 
empowerment, or civil and human rights work.

MALCOLM X 
LEADERSHIP 
AWARD
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PISTONS IN THE
COMMUNITY
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2024-25 PISTONS THEME GAMES

10/26/24 - Breast Health Awareness

1/3/25 - Basketball for All

2/7/25 - HBCU/NPHC

3/13/25 - 313 Day

4/7/25 - Mental Health Awareness

10/10/24 - Hoops for Troops

1/16/25 - First Responders

3/1/25 - Women’s Empowerment

3/23/25 - Hooper’s Birthday

4/11/25 - Fan Appreciation

12/19/24 - Holiday Game

2/2/25 - Kids Day

3/11/25 - Los Pistons

3/28/25 - Pride Night

Season-long - College Night Series
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MISSION 313

PISTONS ERGs

Mission 313 is an employee volunteer initiative that 
encourages all Pistons players, coaches, and staff to 
dedicate at least 31.3 hours annually to community 
service. The program reflects the organization’s 
commitment to making transformative improvements in 
Detroit and the surrounding areas.

Employee Resource Groups (ERG) are voluntary employee-led groups based on specific interests, similarities, and/or allyship that group members 
possess. ERGs provide employees with an opportunity to connect, engage, and leverage their employee experience to positively impact the business 
and their own development. We are proud to have six ERGs:

Black Resources Inspiring 
Development, Growth, and 
Empowerment (BRIDGE)

Pistons Women’s 
Resources

Detroit Emerging 
Talent (DET)

Hispanic/Latinx 
(¡HOLA!)

Ally Starts with 
All (LGBTQIA+)

Pistons Parents

4,300+
volunteer hours logged by 
Pistons employees in 2024-25
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COMMUNITY TICKETS
The Community Ticket Program allows non-profit organizations complimentary tickets for select Pistons games throughout the season. These tickets 
can be utilized by organizations as a gift to worthy individuals who would not normally have the ability to purchase tickets for an NBA game.

40,000+
tickets distributed to
local organizations during the 
2024-25 NBA season
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MOTOR CITY 
CRUISE
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EDUCATION DAYS THEME GAMES
The 2024–25 Motor City Cruise Education Games continue the 
team’s impactful tradition of using basketball as a platform 
for immersive learning experiences, welcoming thousands 
of Detroit-area students and educators to Wayne State 
Fieldhouse. These matinee games blend live G League action 
with curated educational programming. Students engage in 
interactive challenges—such as math problems displayed on 
the scoreboard—and explore hands-on exhibits like virtual 
reality, animal biology, and physics demonstrations.

•	 Opening Night (Nov. 12)
•	 Education Day Games
•	 Island Princess Night (Nov. 24)
•	 Kids Day (Dec. 29)
•	 Superhero Night (Feb. 1)
•	 Dino Night (Feb. 2)
•	 Hispanic Heritage Night (Feb. 13)
•	 Blue Dog Night (Mar. 22)
•	 Nitro’s Birthday Celebration (Mar. 16)
•	 Fan Appreciation Night (Mar. 29)
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NITRO SCHOOL TOUR
The 2024–25 Motor City Cruise Nitro School Tour, in partnership with Lake Michigan Credit Union (LMCU), is designed to connect with students across 
Metro Detroit. Throughout the season, Motor City Cruise players, accompanied by team mascot Nitro, visited local schools to share personal stories, 
answer student questions, and participate in fun basketball activities. These visits, held at Jefferson Douglas Academy and Paul Robeson Malcolm X 
Academy, are part of a broader effort to create excitement for upcoming Education Day games.
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NICOLET LEWIS
EVP, Chief People Officer

BRITTNEY PETERSON
Community & Social Responsibility Coordinator 

CHRIS ECONOMEAS 
Sr. Director, Community & Social Responsibility 

STERLING LITTLEJOHN
Community & Social Responsibility Manager 

FAITH SHEFFIELD
Community & Social Responsibility Coordinator 

MEGAN CHURCHES
Executive Director, Pistons Foundation

PATRICK DUGGAN
Community & Social Responsibility
 and Pistons Foundation Manager

MICAELA REARDON
Business Affairs & Administration Manager

COMMUNITY & FOUNDATION TEAM

@DETROITPISTONS | PISTONS.COM/COMMUNITY


